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Foreword
For over 100 years, the stone house at 1184 Crawford Avenue

has stood on the hill overlooking Steamboat’s Old Town, a silent
observer of all the change that has taken place. When it was built in
1894, Steamboat was not yet an incorporated town, and fewer than
3,000 people lived in the entire county. Now, Steamboat has over
10,000 permanent residents and many more thousands visit the town
for vacations. The stone house is not the oldest house in Steamboat,
nor is it the largest or the most expensive. But it is unique in its
prominence to the history of early Steamboat and in its permanence
due to the strength of its all-stone construction and the craftsman-
ship that went into its building.

My  great-grandfather,  James  Harvey  Crawford,  oversaw  the
building of the house, lived in the house for 35 years, and died in
the house surrounded by his family.  My great-grandmother,  Mar-
garet Bourn Crawford, owned the house for another nine years and
likewise died in the house. The Crawford children owned the house
for another dozen years, although nobody lived in the house perma-
nently during this time. The house was then sold in 1950 and passed
through the ownership of four different families. In 2004, I and my
wife, Anna Fang, were fortunate enough to acquire the house. We
were doubly fortunate  to find Bill  Irvine to restore the house,  as
much as practical,  to its condition when my ancestors owned the
house. All of the stone and much of the wood and walls are still the
original building materials. There have been many renovations done
to the house over the years, but the outside and much of the first
floor still  look as they did when James and Margaret lived here.
During his work, Bill constantly uncovered alterations that had been
made over the years, and learned many of the construction secrets
long forgotten. The house was built strong, and after Bill’s careful
work should easily last another 100 years. 

The purpose of this book is to record the history and the con-
struction of the stone house. It has been referred to in books and
newspaper articles as the “Stone House” or the “Stone Mansion” or
the “Crawford House”. The house was listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Properties in August 2005 as “The Crawford House”,
and I will call it that here.

- James L. Crawford, September 2006
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Three generations of descendents of James and Margaret Crawford
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1. Biography of James and Margaret Crawford
James and Margaret Crawford be-

gan  construction  of  the  Crawford
House in 1893, and it  was their pri-
mary  residence  until  their  deaths  in
1930 and 1939, respectively. A histo-
ry of the Crawford House must neces-
sarily start with a history of the Craw-

fords  themselves.  Their  lives  started  on  the  farmlands  of  central
Missouri. James was born March 30, 1845 on his father John Ed-
ward Crawford's farm along Spring Fork Creek, six miles south of
the present town of Sedalia, Missouri. Margaret was born four years
later on January 18, 1849, on her father John Ransdell Bourn's farm,
which was adjacent  to the Crawford farm.  Being neighbors,  they
knew each other growing up.

James  enlisted  in  the  Union Army,  Company E,  7th Missouri
State Militia Cavalry, on February 10, 1862, while he was still 16.
He was promoted  to  Second Sergeant  on April  12th and  to  First
Lieutenant on November 8th. During the Civil War, he served briefly
in both Arkansas and Kansas but for the most part remained in cen-
tral and southern Missouri. He wrote over a dozen love letters to
Margaret during the war, and they were married on May 25, 1865,
one month after he was mustered out of service.  They bought land
near their  parents'  farms, and during the next seven years led the
quiet life of farmers, the only notable occurrences being the births
of their first three children: Lulie on March 25, 1867, Logan on Sep-
tember 9, 1869, and John on February 8, 1873.

Sandra Dallas  said in  Gaslights  and Gingerbread,  “American
tradition likes to believe the West was settled by honest, brave men,
not by greedy, grubbing miners as it often was, but by men with a
vision, pioneers with a dream. Steamboat Springs was founded by
just such a man, James H. Crawford.” James' dream led him to make
an exploratory trip  to  Colorado in  1872,  where  he  traveled  with
Robert W. Steele, who was the first provisional governor of Col-
orado Territory from 1859 to 1861. James liked what he saw, and in
1873 sold his farm, packed his family and belongings onto two wag-
ons and led a small wagon train of friends across the prairie to Den-
ver. They spent their first winter in Beaver Brook and the second in
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Hot Sulphur Springs. They were the first  wagon to cross Rollins
Pass, even before the road was completed to the summit, and James
won  a  race  to  build  the  first  permanent  house  in  Hot  Sulphur
Springs. During the spring of 1874, James took an exploratory trip
west to the Yampa River with Missouri friends. When he saw the
springs at the big bend in the river, he immediately knew that was
where he wanted to live, and staked his homestead claim at the site
that became Steamboat Springs. He did not return that summer, but
sent  Lute  Carlton  back  to  Steamboat  to  live  until  November  to
watch  James’  claim.  In  1875  James  took  four  separate  trips  to
Steamboat, including one with his family and one with surveyors to
make the first land survey of the Steamboat Springs township. He
left Sandy Mellen and Charlie Mayo in Steamboat for the summer
to protect his claim. In the spring of 1876 the Crawford family re-
turned to live permanently in Steamboat Springs.

Over the next five years, they were the only permanent family in
the area. Margaret reflected later in life about how the hardest part
of these years was that she would for months at a time “not hear the
sound  of  another  woman’s  voice”.1 Their  most  frequent  visitors
were the Ute Indian families that often camped nearby to enjoy the
many springs. The Crawfords became friends with the Indians, in
particular  the elderly sub-chief  Yahmonite,  and often traded with
them, fed them, and tended to their medical needs. More than a hun-
dred Indians came to the cabin on July 4, 1876, for the raising of the
American Flag for Steamboat’s first Fourth of July celebration.

Over the following years the Crawford cabin became the center

1 Denver Post, March 13, 1927
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of a growing settler community.  It was the first post office, the first
school, the first church, the first library, and the first newspaper of-
fice. During the scare of the Meeker Massacre, the cabin became a
haven for the area. Governor John Routt appointed James as the first
county judge of Routt County (1877), the first Postmaster (1878),
and the first Superintendent of Schools (1879).  He was twice elect-
ed to represent  the county in  the Colorado legislature  (1879 and
1887), and once elected as county judge (1883). When Routt Coun-
ty became a separate county, he was the foreman for the first grand
jury to convene (1885). On March 27, 1882 their fourth child Mary
was born while they wintered in Boulder. In 1883 the first school
was  built  near  their  cabin,  with  their  daughter  Lulie  as  the  first
teacher.  In 1884 Margaret helped organize and build Union Church,
a non-denominational church that was the first church building in
northwest Colorado.  Also in 1884 James organized the Steamboat
Springs Town Company with financial backing of several investors
from Boulder.  The company laid out the town, sold lots, built a
bathhouse, and promoted the town in diverse ways such as running
the brickyard and financing the first printing presses for the Steam-
boat Pilot newspaper.

With the addition of the Suttle sawmill in 1883, the town grew
rapidly over the late 1880s and 1890s. The Crawfords built a small
frame house in 1887, followed in 1893 by their “stone mansion”,
where  they  lived  the  rest  of  their  lives.  In  1900,  the  Steamboat
Springs  Company incorporated  the  town,  with  James  as  the  first
mayor of Steamboat Springs.  He continued to be instrumental in
developing the land for the new town: half of the original town site
lies on his homestead.  He was also active with developing coal and
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mineral resources in Routt County.  He discovered one of the large
coal deposits north of Hayden, leading to the Elkhead Anthracite
Coal Company.  He discovered the largest onyx mine in Colorado
and  managed  the  Colorado  Onyx  Company,  which  supplied  the
onyx used to form the columns and walls at the entrance to the Col-
orado Mineral Exhibit at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St.
Louis in 1904.

Throughout their lives, the Crawfords welcomed one and all to
visit and spend the night, and their house was always the social hub
of the  community.   The largest  event  ever  held at  the Crawford
House occurred in 1915, when hundreds came to help celebrate their
golden wedding anniversary. James lived another 15 years until he
died at home on June 24, 1930. As befitting the man who so influ-
enced the course of history along the Yampa River, the Crawford
House was once more filled to overflowing for his funeral service.
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Margaret spent much of her last years living with her daughter Lulie
in Denver, but she also died in the home on June 12, 1939.

Charles Leckenby, long-time editor of the Steamboat Pilot, said
about James in the May 26, 1915 issue of the Steamboat Springs Pi-
lot, "By unanimous consent he is conceded to have been the fore-
most and most influential private citizen of Northwestern Colorado
for many years."  Margaret was one of 18 women honored during
the Colorado State Centennial by being depicted in a tapestry that
now hangs in the Colorado Capitol. 
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Part of 1884 Steamboat Springs Plat Plan, with boxes added to show the lo-
cation of the four Crawford homes, starting at lower right and going clock-

wise: Little Cabin, Big Cabin, Frame Cottage, Stone House

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      6



2. The Crawford Homes in Steamboat Springs

The Crawford Family lived in four different homes in Steamboat
Springs,  which they called the Little  Cabin,  the Claim or Big or
Cross Cabin, the Frame Cottage, and the Stone or Crawford House.
When James first visited the Yampa River in June of 1874, he wrote
a claim notice on a tree by the Steamboat Spring on the southwest
bank of the river, but built a crude rock foundation for a claim cabin
on the opposite bank, on a bench just east of the Iron Spring. On lat-
er trips in the spring of 1875 he added higher walls, a roof, and a
garden to the Claim Cabin. He obtained the logs for the cabin from
the trees along Soda Creek, which was about a hundred feet from
the cabin.

- The Little Cabin -

The Claim Cabin, however, was not the first cabin the Crawford
Family lived in when they moved permanently to Steamboat in the
spring of 1876. That distinction goes to the Little Cabin. When the
Crawfords arrived, their Claim Cabin was being used by Caleb C.
Clements, a trader doing business with the Ute Indians camped in
the valley. Obeying frontier etiquette, the Crawford Family allowed
Caleb to stay in their cabin and instead moved into the Little Cabin,
where they lived for a few weeks. 

The Little  Cabin was built  in  the summer  of 1875 by Sandy
Mellen and Charlie Mayo, who were there to protect James’ home-
stead claim. The cabin was a hundred yards to the east of the claim
cabin, facing south on the brow of a hill2 overlooking Soda Creek
where  the  men could see travelers  up and down the  valley.  The
cabin had only one room with bunk beds. The south end had a door,
the north end had a crude stone fireplace, and the two sides each had
a hole for a window. It was not much for a family of five, but most

2 The brow of the hill was later bulldozed away to extend Oak St between 11th and
12th streets
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Little Cabin – view looking southwest - photo taken about 1887

of the daylight hours were spent outdoors. The Ute Indians finally
left  the area,  Caleb followed,  and the Crawfords  moved into the
Claim Cabin. Though the Crawfords never again lived in the Little
Cabin, they still used it. It became the first school building when
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney N. Bennett from Hahns Peak spent the winter
of 1876-1877 there and taught Lulie and Logan. Later it was used as
the  first  post  office  in  Steamboat.  Perry  Burgess  and  his  family
spent the winter of 1881-82 in the Little Cabin before moving out to
their new ranch cabin west of town. Eventually, the Little Cabin was
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torn down, and all traces of it were obliterated when the bluff was
bull-dozed away to make room for Oak Street.
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away to make Oak St – photo taken May 2008

Little Cabin – view looking southwest – photo taken August 1888



- The Big Cabin -

Trading  finally  slowed,  Caleb  moved  on,  and  the  Crawfords
moved back into their Claim Cabin. Over the summer of 1876 they
harvested logs from across the Yampa River (what later became the
Pritchett Ranch on the north slope of Emerald Mountain) and added
three more cabins, each about fourteen-by-eighteen feet, to form a
“cross” with  a  roofed over  court  in  the  middle.  Years  later  they
added a board roof over the original log roof. They lived in this Big
Cabin, or Cross Cabin, for a dozen years.

In her 1921 diary, Luli-
ta Crawford Pritchett drew
a diagram of the cabin with
the parlor and front path to
the  south,  kitchen  to  the
west, bedroom to the north,
and storeroom to the  east,
with  a  courtyard  in  the
middle and the “warm iron
spring” off to the west. In
her book “Crawford Pioneer Tales”, which she wrote over 50 years
later, she said the north cabin was used for storage of milk, flour,
syrup, and jam. It had a hard-packed dirt floor, with white cheese-
cloth tacked over the walls and ceiling.
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Big Cabin – under hill – view looking north
Begun as claim cabin June 1874, completed in 1876

Similar view looking northwest across 12th Street – Big Cabin was near 
left edge of photo - taken July 2005
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Big Cabin in lower right - view looking southeast – photo taken 1887

Big Cabin at right - view looking north - photo taken 1881

Outside Big Cabin, southwest corner, kitchen on left and parlor on right – 
John, James, & Logan Crawford with dogs Legs & Ponto - probably 1884
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with pet sandhill crane’s head and neck just visible.  Beyond is 

framework for a footbridge over Soda Creek and corral toward 
Yampa River

Similar view – photo taken July 2005



John D. Crawford Jr. wrote two letters in 1937 and 1938 to his
sister Lulie reminiscing about the old times. He mentions a #8 Char-
ter Oak Wood Stove in the middle of the kitchen against its north
wall, the eating table where they could look out the window on the
south middle  side,  and a half  window on the west  end that  they
would open. The words “David White Esquire” were written on all
the smooth logs all over the place (David White, the first black man
to live in Steamboat, came to live with the Crawfords in the summer
of 1877). An old blue buckhide was nailed to the wall with quaker
pins through it on each log for guns. Outside, he mentions white
spring mud daubing between the logs; a pit dug in the east front
yard  to  serve  as  a  food,  water,  and  gun  cache  in  case  the  Utes
burned the cabin; a milk house and saddle house in the east side of
the yard; an old root house in the back by Soda Creek just east of
the trail down to the creek; and a nice little log stable in the cove on
Soda Creek.

The three most notable occasions to occur in the Big Cabin were
the raising of the first American flag on July 4 th, 1876; the gathering
of many of the valley’s  residents during the Meeker Massacre in
1879; and the 1885 Christmas dinner, complete with a printed menu
of 49 items ranging from beaver tail soup to English plum pudding.
Lulie said in her 1937 Christmas card to brother John, “If all the
people we have extended hospitality to in this cabin could appear
there would be a crowd”.

- The Frame Cottage -

When Horace Suttle moved to Steamboat in 1883, he set up a
sawmill,  and the growth of the town started.  The Big Cabin had
served the Crawfords well, but it was time to take a step forward,
and in 1887 they built a modern frame house 400 feet up the hill to
the north of the Big Cabin. The cottage was two stories with a stone
foundation, brick chimney, second floor balcony, bay window, and
picket  fence.  It  was  rather  modest  in  size,  and  must  have  felt
cramped for a family of six, although the older children were often
gone for extended periods, such as for school in Sedalia or work at
the mines at Hahn’s Peak.

The house had several small outbuildings to the north and west,
but the main Crawford barn was built  near the Big Cabin, which
was dismantled and the wood reused elsewhere. The land containing
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Frame Cottage, looking north

the  Big  Cabin  was  finally  sold  by the  Crawfords  to  R.  M.  Van
Deusen on December 8, 1900 for $600.

A well was dug near the house, but James found the water hard
and unpalatable compared to the Soda Creek water he was used to.
On April 1, 1888 he appropriated 1.33 cubic feet of water per sec-
ond from Soda Creek to irrigate 80 acres of land. He hired his future
son-in-law Carr Pritchett to survey the 6000' Crawford Ditch from
Soda  Creek,  around  jackrabbit  hill,  to  the  Frame  Cottage.  The
headgate  was  located  on  the  right  and  north  bank  of  the  creek,
N35°W, 585 feet from the NW corner of the NE ¼ of NE ¼ of Sec-
tion 8, Township 6N, Range 84W.3 The last recorded outtake was
for 286 acre-feet of water for the months of May through September
1939. In 1991, after the structure was deemed not usable for  10
years, the water rights for the ditch were rescinded by a judge.

3 A modern survey positioned the headgate at (NAD 83) UTM 4484953.9N 
344881.5E, or 40° 30.05’N 106° 49.84’W
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Frame Cottage with James H. Crawford – view looking north

View from Frame Cottage looking southeast

View from Frame Cottage looking south
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Frame Cottage in 1900s (at right of photo) – view looking south

Frame Cottage in the 1920s – view looking west

Frame Cottage in 2007 – view looking northwest



John, Uncle John, and Logan playing in the Frame Cottage

The large Crawford Barn – photo taken around 1890

The most notable event to occur in the Frame Cottage was the
wedding reception of daughter Lulie to Carr Pritchett  on October
18, 1892. The wedding took place at Union Church, with a stage-
coach shuttling the participants between the Frame Cottage and the
church.  After  the  ceremony,  everybody  returned  to  the  cottage
where the reception was held in the room with the bay window, fol-
lowed by a wedding dinner.
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The Frame Cottage still  stands at  1238 Crawford Avenue but
bears little  resemblance to the home the Crawfords lived in. The
house has been expanded several times, and the only noticeable fea-
tures remaining are the bay window and the gable roof.

- The Stone House or Crawford House -

On June  21,  1876,  James  Crawford  officially  purchased  160
acres in Section 8, Township 6N, Range 84W, for $200, based on
the Land Act  of  1820,  and on May 6,  1879 he  was issued land
patent #267. These 160 acres included what is now Lincoln Ave
west of 9th St., and from Colorado Mountain College to the north
across the Yampa River to the Sulphur Cave on the south. Four oth-
er pioneers (P. A. Burgess, W. E. Walton, C. A. Mayo, and W. G.
Mellen) took out homestead claims in Steamboat with James, but
they did not receive their land patents until 1882.4

In 1890 James received a land patent, based on the Homestead
act of 1862, for an additional 160 acres to the north and east of his
original land. The five year proving period was reduced by his three
years in military service in the Civil War. His claim cabin for this

4I am not sure whether the Land Act of 1820 required a person to live on the land
for 5 years prior to purchase, minus the time spent in military service. June 21,
1876 was 2 years after James inscribed his claim notice on a tree by the Yampa R.
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Homestead Certificate  for 160 acres to James H Crawford on August 8, 
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land was undoubtedly the Frame Cottage, which was built right on
the border between the old and the new land. With the title to this
land firmly in hand, he was now in a position to build the grandest
house in town. And the Crawford House was by far the biggest and
best  house  Steamboat  Springs  had seen.  The town was  only  ten
years  removed  from a time  when all  houses  were log  cabins.  In
those ten years numerous frame houses were built, some of which
still exist,  but they were all one or two story buildings reflecting
simple building techniques. 

In  the decade  after  the  Crawford House was built,  two other
large, impressive houses were built: the Milner House and the F.M.
Light House. In 1902, F. E. Milner, a banker and entrepreneur, built
his home one block east of the Crawford House. He sold the house
in 1908 to Jim Norvell. The January 8, 1908 issue of the Steamboat
Pilot stated the house cost just under $10,000 to build. It was the
same size as the Crawford House,5 with 2 ½ stories, a hipped roof,

5 The county assessor lists the 2nd and 3rd floors of the Milner House as 1,008 and 
560 square feet,  and the Crawford House as 1060 and 570 square feet.
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and a porch spanning the front; however the walls were made of
brick rather than stone. It still stands as 1051 Crawford Avenue, al-
though the brick has been painted a light blue, the porch has been
removed, and a garage added to the side. 

In 1909 F. M. Light, owner of a highly successful retail store,
built  his  1½ story house on the northern edge of town. It  was a
wood house on a stone foundation, with stones from the same quar-
ry as used in the Crawford House. The house still exists at 204 Park
Ave., and is listed on the National Register of Historic Properties.

Today, the Crawford House is no longer in the same “mansion”
class as many of the new homes being built in Steamboat Springs.
Many of these are vacation homes built for wealthy families, and
are several times the size and worth of the Crawford House. But in
1896, there was nothing to compare with the Crawford stone man-
sion. 
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The Crawford House in the 1920s The Milner - Norvell House shortly 
after it was finished in 1902

The F. M. Light House on Park Ave 
in 2005. Note wall of sandstone 

from Quarry Mtn.

The Milner - Norvell House 
on Crawford Ave in 2005



Buildings that used local sandstone:

Buildings that predate the Crawford House:

         Union             Bath             Sheridan                   Union      Congregational
  Church           House               Hotel                     School              Church
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         Power Plant           First National Bank                    Maxwell Building

       S. S. Public School           Episcopal Church          Routt Co. National Bank

 F. M. Light House                           S. S. Depot                             Steamboat Pilot

       County Court House                Furlong Building                     326 Oak St.              
       



3. Construction
By 1893, James Crawford was ready to build a new home that

would  give  a  clear  signal  to  anybody  who  came  to  Steamboat
Springs that the town would last far into the future, anchored by this
solid house on the hill overlooking the west end of town. It is not
surprising that James chose stone as the building material. Although
he had no formal education in geology or mineralogy, he had spent
twenty years keeping his eye on the ground, aware of the many min-
eral  assets  of  northwestern  Colorado:  the  gold  and  silver  mines
around Hahns Peak; the coal fields to the west, one of which he
helped develop; the onyx that he found on the hill less than a mile
away; and copper mines up near Buffalo Pass. There is no record of
who first discovered the sandstone outcroppings that supplied build-
ing  stones  for  Steamboat,  but  James  would  certainly  have  been
aware of their potential as he thought about his new home. 

On  May 20th,  1893  James  contracted  with  Charles  Briggs  to
build the Crawford House. Briggs was listed in the 1892 town direc-
tory  under  “Masons—Stone  Cutter  and  Brick  Layer—Chas.
Briggs.” There were a number of large buildings built  before the
Crawford House that must have used stone for foundations: Union
Church (Denison Library) in 1884, the Bath House in 1887, Sheri-
dan Hotel in 1889, Union School in 1890, and the Congregational
Church and parsonage in 1891 (none exist now). Plus there were
dozens of homes, including the Crawford frame cottage, and build-
ings on Lincoln Ave. that might have used some stone. But there is
no record of any cut stone being used in the walls of any of these
buildings, and no mention of any stone quarry other than the listing
in the 1892 town directory: “Stone Quarry – James Garten”.

After the Crawford House was built, there were many buildings
in town that used cut stone including the Power Plant (Centennial
Hall) in 1900, First National Bank (Rehder Building) in 1905, Max-
well  Building  in  1908,  F.  M.  Light  House  in  1908,  Steamboat
Springs Depot in 1908, Steamboat Pilot in 1909, Steamboat Springs
Public School in 1911, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 1913, Routt
County National Bank in 1919, Routt County Court House in 1923,
and the Furlong Building in 1925. With the exception of St. Paul’s
Episcopal  Church (constructed  entirely  of  stone),  these  examples
combine the local sandstone with other building materials. I know
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of only one other residence that used a significant amount of  sand-
stone: the house at 326 Oak St., which was built in 1909 and used
quarried sandstone for the two one-story high side walls, with little
attempt to make the stones uniform or decorative. 

The  agreement  with  Briggs  (see  Appendix  1)  stipulated  that
Crawford would provide the stone, lime, sand, and cement, and that
Briggs would build the stone foundations and first two floors of a
house 31.6 feet wide and 37.6 feet long, finishing the foundations
and 1st floor before winter of 1893, and the remainder by August 1st

of 1894.  He would  be paid  $1.50 per  perch6 for  the  foundation,
$3.50 per perch for the walls between the foundation and the first
floor, and $1200 for the first and second floors. Based on measure-
ments of the house (see Table 4), Crawford probably owed Briggs
about $1350. Most of the money was paid with horses valued at
$1050 which Briggs used and boarded during his work, but which
remained Crawford’s property until  he signed a bill  of sale.  Any
“increase of said stock” were to be branded with Crawford’s brand,
a “7” on the left shoulder. The agreement included several attach-
ments of specifications, but these attachments no longer exist.

Table 1. Estimated physical statistics of the Crawford House in 1894

Outer dimensions: 37' 7" x 31' 7"
Height of Stone walls: 21'
Height of roof: 37'
Stone thickness (2" rubble between double wall): 18"
Height of foundation: 6' 3"
# of visible cut stones: 1685
# of doors: 4
# of windows: 18
Weight of stone: 350 tons
Volume of foundation: 77 perch
Volume between foundation & ground floor: 8.5 perch
Volume from ground floor to top of stone: 138 perch

6The most widespread definition of perch is a quantity of stone 1½' thick, 1' high, 
and 16½' long, equaling 24¾ cubic feet. However a 1921 Colorado law defined a 
perch of stone rubble to be 16½ cubic feet. For the Crawford House, I am assum-
ing a perch was 1' high, 16½' long, and the width of the wall, which was 1½' thick
for the perimeter walls, and 10" for the interior cellar walls. Corners were counted
twice, and no deductions were made for openings less than 3' wide.

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      24



Woodchuck Hill                                     Quarry Mountain

Gap between walls

The stone came from two different quarries. The first was the
quarry ¼ mile from the house, just west of the Iron Spring at the
base of the ridge heading up Woodchuck Hill. Sometime after the
house was started, the quarry hit a soft vein, and the stone was no
longer useable. The remaining stone came from a quarry high up on
the shoulder of Quarry Mountain (now called Emerald Mountain),
about 3 miles from the Crawford House.7 The stone was probably
rough cut into reasonable sized chunks at the quarry before being
loaded onto wagons and pulled to the Crawford property. Only the
last hundred yards (up current 12th St.)
would have been uphill. Briggs would
have  fine  cut  the  stone  at  the  house
with  probably  a  steam-driven  saw.
Crawford himself  said he handled ev-
ery stone that went into the house.

The  foundation  was  75"  deep  the
entire perimeter of the house, with two
inner foundation walls just 10" thick to
support  the  chimney  and inner  walls.
The cellar was only ¼ of the area of the
house;  in  the  rest  of  the  house  there
was a small crawl space of a foot be-
tween the dirt and the joists holding the
first  floor.  Once  the  foundation  was

7 Lulita’s writings say the stone was originally from Quarry Mountain, then from 
Woodchuck Hill. But that makes no sense: why would they start three miles away
if they had good stone nearby? There is no reference to the Woodchuck Hill quar-
ry for any building other than the Crawford House; all other buildings (none built 
prior to 1894) are described as using stone from Quarry Mountain.
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complete, Briggs probably built the double walls one row at a time,
outer wall first, then the inner wall, then the 2" filler between the
walls. The outer wall is entirely cosmetic, and required four straight
cuts where the stones met each other, with a fifth side chiseled de-
coratively so there was a 1-2" bulge on the visible side. The stones
are separated from each other by ½" of mortar. The inner wall car-
ries the weight of the floors and roof. None of the inner walls were
visible when the house was built, so no effort was made to cut them
uniformly or to line them up. However some of them did require
grooves cut where they bordered the doors and windows. There was
also less effort put into the outer north wall of the house. This side
of the house faced away from the town and toward the barn, out-
house, and chicken coop. The water well was also there, so that is
where the laundry was washed and dried. As can be seen from the
photograph of the north side of the house, the stones are not of uni-
form heights as they are on the other three sides of the house (there
is one fewer row of stones between the second story windows), and
there are numerous places where tiny stones were used as fillers.
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The contract only covered stone work, so Briggs probably did
not build the floors,  windows, interior  walls,  third floor,  roof,  or
chimney.  The 1892 directory lists the Wither Brothers as general
contractors, and Henry Bashor, Jeff Clark, Albert Bourquin, and W.
H. Peer as carpenters and builders. Perhaps one or more of them
worked on the house.

One of the interesting aspects of the Crawford House was the
use of local building materials. In 1893 in a large town like Denver
or Boston, every piece of the house, whether it was the wood for the
walls, the brick for the chimney,  or the marble for the fireplaces,
could be manufactured elsewhere, even in Europe, and shipped by
ship, train, and wagon to the building site, where it would be assem-
bled. However Steamboat was a two-day drive by stagecoach from
the  nearest  railroad,  even  longer  by  heavy,  slow-moving  freight
wagons. In order to keep the building costs down, as much of the
house as possible had to be built from local materials: stone from
the quarries, bricks from the town brickyard, and lumber (spruce or
fir) from the local sawmill. Only small items, such as the decorative
patterned door knobs and hinges, or the showcase items such as the
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two  fireplace  mantels  and  carved  front  door  were
shipped from Denver. The posts, spindles and banister
railing of the stairway probably came as a kit from a
company such as Sears and Roebuck. The four-panel
pine interior  doors,  windows, door frames and win-
dow  frames  were  probably  all  made  in  Steamboat.
There is evidence for this in the windows: the plugs
holding  the  wood  pieces  of  the  windows  together
were merely broken sticks of the appropriate diame-
ter, rather than wooden dowels that would have been
used if the windows were manufactured in a factory in
Denver. All door and window frames on the first floor
had  a  distinctive  motif  with  head  blocks,  plinth
blocks,  and  chair-rail  blocks  having  four  vertical
grooves.  The second and third floors,  however,  did
not use this motif; there the frames are just three plain boards form-
ing the sides and top. One interesting feature that was used on the
upper floors was the use of corner guards on every outer corner wall
(see photo). The floors were all made from local woods, rather than
the hardwood floors that could be found in expensive houses else-
where.
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Minnie and John Crawford about 1906
Note kitchen chimney

4. Architecture
We do not know who designed the Crawford House; James him-

self probably heavily influenced the design. The following descrip-
tion of the house as it was finished in 1896 was taken in part from
the  application  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic
Places, written by Laureen Schaeffer, Historic Preservation Officer
for the City of Steamboat Springs. Modifications and changes to the
house will be noted later.

The Crawford House as built was a rare local example of the
Romanesque Revival style of residential architecture. This style was
common in churches and large institutional buildings during the lat-
ter  half  of the 19th century,  but  was seldom used in  single  resi-
dences. The arches surrounding the entry and main window open-
ing, the use of heavy cut ashlar8 stone for the first two stories of the
house, and the belt courses9 are all details that help define the style.
The Crawford House was also an example of the Foursquare, dis-
playing a simple square plan with 2 1/2 stories, hipped roof, large
central dormer, roof overhang, and unadorned exterior. 

A small  cellar  was located  in  the  northeastern  portion of  the
building. The basement and foundation walls, and the walls of the
two-story structure,  were of  cut  native  sandstone.  The first  story
walls were heavy ashlar blond sandstone set in regular courses. The
house  was  constructed  of
separate  inner  and  outer
stone walls, resulting in a to-
tal wall thickness of approxi-
mately 18 inches on the first
story.  A narrow belt  course
of  sandstone  separated  the
foundation from the first sto-
ry walls and also topped the
first story.  The second story
continued  the  ashlar  sand-
stone in a regular course. The
hipped  roof,  covered  with

8 Ashlar stones are stones cut square on all sides that touch adjacent stones
9 A course is a continuous row of stones; a belt course is a row of stones that 
projects out from the other rows.
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cedar shingles, featured hipped roof dormers on the south, west, and
east elevations. A red brick chimney appeared on the ridge of the
roof, while a much thinner chimney with a metal stovepipe was on
the eastern edge of the house (see photo). The eaves of the roof and
the three hipped roof dormers were enclosed and featured metal cor-
nices  and  soffits.  The dormers  were  sided  with  wood lap  siding
carved in a wavy pattern. The three dormers also featured a decora-
tive pendant window trim that descended from the metal soffit to
midwindow.

The south facade featured the main entryway located towards
the  eastern  side.  The  entry  consisted  of  a  semicircular  arch  of
natural sandstone with a smaller arch trimming the main arch along
its exterior curve. The impost stones displaced the thrust at the edge
of the arch. Within the stone arch, the entry had a wooden door with
sidelights  and  was  framed  in  wood.  The  wooden  French  door
featured carvings and one lower panel. Colored lights appeared in
the upper portion. The sidelights also featured one lower panel and
matching clear glass. The door led out to a small wooden landing
with short sidewalls and one step down to the earth. Directly above
the  main  arch,  the  ten-over-one  window  on  the  second  floor
included a flat arch of nine stones. Reminiscent of the arch below,
the flattened arch was trimmed with a smaller flattened arch along
with imposts. Towards the west (left) side of the facade, a set of two
windows  appeared  on  both  the  first  and  second  stories.  These
windows  were  one-over-one,  double-hung  and  were  framed  in
wood. Each window was topped with a stone lintel.  The tripartite
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dormer windows had a central fixed window with four lights across 
the upper portion. This window was flanked by two, six-over-six, 
double-hung windows. The windows were framed in wood and 
were separated with wood mullions. 

The  west  elevation  featured  three  one-over-one,  double-hung
windows on the first story and two one-over-one, double-hung win-
dows on the second story. All windows were framed in wood and
had sandstone lintels and sills. Ornamentation was minimal on the
side elevations, with the dormer being the prominent feature. 

The east elevation featured two one-over-one windows on the
first story and two one-over-one windows on the second story. The
dormer on the east matched the dormer on the west elevation and
was the prominent feature. All windows were similar in appearance
to their counterparts on the west elevation. There was also a small
window into the cellar through the foundation.

The north elevation had a small two-story recessed area on the
northwest corner that contained the rear entrance on the first story
and a porch on the second. A wooden porch frieze trimmed the up-
per portions of both the first and second story areas. A square wood-
en post provided support. Two one-over-one windows, one of which
was very narrow, appeared on the first story, with two one-over-one
windows on the second story. There was another rear entrance to-
wards the eastern side. Both rear doors on the first floor had glass
transoms over the doors. As on the other sides of the house, all win-
dows were framed in wood and had sandstone lintels and sills. Like-
wise the doors were topped with stone lintels. 

North of the house were four other structures: a water well, out-
house, chicken coop, and barn. The water well was approximately
ten feet north and two feet east of the kitchen door; the chicken coop
and outhouse were 30 to 70 feet north, and the barn over 100 feet
north of the house. The well was dug 32 feet deep and four feet
across and lined with sandstones three to twelve inches on a side.
The stones were stacked in rows without any mortar between the
stones. The well was then covered by a small enclosure with a roof.
In 2005 the water table in the ground filled approximately ten feet
of water in the bottom of the well. A wooden walkway went from
the kitchen door and well, around the east side of the house to the
front steps, and on out to the street.
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Inside, the entrance hall had a paneled staircase with a built-in
seat on one side and a ceramic tile fireplace with an oak mantle on
the other. There was a small closet underneath the stairs. To the left
of the hall was the parlor, containing another ceramic tile fireplace
with a carved cherry wood mantle. Two large doors swinging out
from the parlor separated the parlor from the dining room. The din-
ing room had a built-in china closet on the back wall, between the
northwest entrance door and a door leading to a small pantry. The
kitchen had a cooking stove on the east wall with a chimney going
up to the roof on the interior side of the stone. The kitchen walls had
wainscoting on the bottom half with plaster on top. In the center of
the house, with doors leading to the foyer, dining room, kitchen, and
basement, was a small square hall. The door to the basement opened
out over the stairs, a very serious safety hazard, but the hall was
much too small for the door to open into the hall. The cellar was en-
tirely in  stone  and concrete,  with the only wood being the floor
joists for the kitchen floor.

The foyer stairs opened onto a hallway on the second floor that
had four doors,  two of which opened onto the hallway.  The two
rooms on the west side of the hallway were the largest and com-

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      34

Foyer fireplace



posed the master bedroom and adjoining sitting room. They were
connected by two large doors, equal in size to the two doors separat-
ing the parlor and dining room, which opened from the master bed-
room to the sitting room. The southeast bedroom was small, but the
northeast bedroom was larger and probably had a tub with hot water
piped to the tub from the kitchen stove below. There was only one
closet on the second floor, under the stairs in the sitting room. These
stairs curved clockwise 180 degrees, partially covering a window. 

The third floor had two areas: the north area that was essentially
a large landing/hallway at the top of the stairs and the south room
that was James’ den. The door separating the two rooms was the
only interior door in the house that had glass in it, probably to let
more light in the north room since it had no windows except for the
window by the stairs coming up. There were four small doors off of
the rooms leading to small closets and crawl spaces, and the north
room had a hole in the ceiling leading to the crawl attic. The south
room had a terrific view of the town and mountains, with windows
on three sides: Storm Mountain (Mt. Werner) was in view out the
east windows, Woodchuck Hill (and the old Crawford Frame Cot-
tage)  in view out the west  windows, and the main  downtown of
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Steamboat  Springs  with  Howelson  Hill  and  Quarry  Mountain  in
view out the south windows.

For the most part,  the house was designed and constructed  well.
There were four obvious defects in the design which I will reiterate.
1) The pair of large doors separating the parlor and dining room was
too large, and would have bumped into the dining room table when-
ever they were opened or closed. 2)  The door to the cellar opened
out over the stairs, creating a safety hazard. 3) The doors on the sec-
ond floor opened out into the hallway,  likewise creating a safety
hazard and interfering with traffic along the hallway. 4) The stair-
way to the third floor partially covered the window and prevented
the window from opening properly.  Perhaps the architect  felt  the
window had to be identical in height to all of the other windows on
the second floor to look ok from the outside,  but since the back
stone was not cut with the same care as the rest of the house, and the
pantry window was much narrower than all of the other windows, I
suspect that the mason would have put a shortened window there if
they had realized the stairs would interfere with a tall window.
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5. Financing
In order for a person to build such a house for himself that peo-

ple would later refer to it as a “stone mansion”, he must have mon-
ey. That brings up the obvious question: how did James H. Craw-
ford make enough money to build the largest and grandest house in
Steamboat? Ten years later, F. E. Milner, whom some have labeled
as the richest man in Steamboat during the 1890s and 1900s, built
himself  a  grand  house,  but  no  bigger  than  the  Crawford  House.
Does this mean James Crawford was a rich man too?10

To analyze  this  question,  we must  look at  the money-trail  of
James’ life, beginning when he left home at the age of 16 to fight in
the Civil War. He went through a long list of occupations over the
next 40 years of his life, some leading to financial gain, some just
providing him with experience or contacts to use later.

Table 2. Occupations of James H. Crawford

1862-1865 Soldier Cavalry in Civil War
1865-1873 Farmer Sedalia, Missouri
1873-1883 Pioneer Founded Steamboat Springs
1874-1894 Stockman 200-300 head of cattle plus horses
1884-1899 Manager Steamboat Springs Town Co.
1879-1901 Elected Official Colorado State Assembly (twice);

Mayor  of  Steamboat  Springs;
County Judge

1890s-1900s Manager Colorado Onyx Co.
1890s-1900s Coal Developer Elkhead Anthracite Coal Co.
1890s-1910s Land  Develop-

er
North  Highlands  and  Crawford
Additions to Steamboat Springs

James’ three years in the Civil War gave him much valuable ex-
perience working with horses and men. Three months after enlisting
he was promoted to second sergeant, and six months later, still only

10 In any discussion of money, one must be careful to account for inflation.  Dur-
ing James’ lifetime there was deflation for a decade after the Civil War, stability 
until WWI, followed by inflation. $1,000 in 1893 when the Crawford House was 
built was worth $1,738 in 1865, $1,114 in 1915, $1,900 in 1930, and $21,540 in 
2006.
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17 years of age, was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. According to the
1861 U.S. Army Regulations, pay for a 1st Lieutenant in the cavalry
was $70 per month. For the 2 years and 5 months James was at this
level,  he would have  made  $2,030,  which  is  equivalent  to  about
$25,000 in 2006.

James married  Margaret  a  month
after mustering out of the cavalry, and
two months later he bought a total of
200 acres of farmland a couple miles
northwest  of  his  father’s  farm for  a
cost of $1500. In another year and a
half  they  bought  an  additional  160
acres of land to the west of their par-
ents’ farms for $1000, and they resold
the first farmland for the $1500 they
had paid for it. Margaret said later in
life that she would have been perfect-
ly happy to stay on that farm the rest
of their lives. But James was restless,
and wanted to take on the adventure
of a new life in the mountains of Col-
orado.  To  finance  their  move  James
leased  their  farm  to  his  cousin
Thomas B. Donnahue for $330 per year, and he took out a one-year
$1200 mortgage on the land at 10% interest. He sold the land in Jan-
uary of 1876 to his  brother Henry for $2500. In March of 1876,
Margaret’s father John Bourn died, leaving her 60 acres of his farm,
which she sold to her brother Fred Bourn in 1880 for $1000. 

Table 3. James & Margaret Crawford Land Transactions in Missouri

Date Acres Price Seller Buyer
7/16/1865 160 $1200 Davidson James H. Crawford
9/01/1865   40 $  300 John D. Crawford James H. Crawford
3/11/1867 160 $1000 Heim James H. Crawford
4/02/1868 120 $1500 James H. Crawford Snead
1/05/1876 160 $2500 James H. Crawford Henry Crawford
3/14/1876 100 John Bourn Estate Margaret Crawford
4/08/1880 100 $1000 Margaret Crawford Fred Bourn
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Certainly some of their  money went  into buying the wagons,
oxen, mules, and supplies they needed for their first few years of pi-
oneer life. But a lot of it must have been used to buy the horses and
cattle that James raised during the late 1870s and  1880s. You can’t
really make any money being a pioneer,  but  you certainly could
make money in northwest Colorado raising cattle. During the sum-
mers, James let the cattle roam free along the Yampa valley,  and
they required very little work other than milking. During the winters
he kept his cattle for the first two years near Kremmling, and after
that in Burns Hole,  which is  50 miles  south of Steamboat  where
Cabin Creek flows into the Grand (Colorado) River.  Some years
James spent the winter with the cattle, other years he hired friends
and relatives.  During the winter of 1879-1880, he had about 200
head of cows and 30-40 horses. The snow was especially deep that
year, and he lost at least 25 cows to starvation.

The biggest market for the cows was the miners at Hahn’s Peak.
They not only bought beef, but also butter. The Crawfords sold as
much as 80 pounds of butter a week at 50 cents a pound. One year
James sold 60 head of cattle at the mining camps in Leadville. He
started  slowly  selling  off  his  herd  during  the  1880s,  and  by the
1890s had only a few milk cows for the family plus his horses. He
sold most of his horses to build the Crawford House.

In 1884 James formed the Steamboat Springs Town Company
with the backing of several Boulder bankers, and became the man-
ager. It is not known how much money he made in this capacity;
certainly enough to cut back on his herd of cattle. He also sold some
of  his  land to  the  company,  which  it  then  divided  into  lots  and
resold. He plated the rest of his land into lots which were added to
the town of Steamboat Springs as the Crawford Addition (1902), the
North  Highlands  Addition  (1905),  and  the  Yahmonite  Addition
(1909). Both of his sons helped him sell these lots.

James also formed the Colorado Onyx Company with the back-
ing of James D. Husted, and became its manager. In 1897 the com-
pany paid $10,000 to Lulie Crawford for 160 acres to the southeast
of Howelsen Hill. Lulie obtained the land from a homestead claim.
The company proceeded to extract onyx from a quarry on the land,
which it shipped east to cut and finish. The onyx was used in 1900
for interior decorations of the Bank of Cripple Creek, and in 1904
for the front of the Colorado Mineral Exhibit at the Louisiana Pur-

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      39



chase Exposition in St. Louis. The onyx eventually ran out and the
company ceased business sometime in the 1910s.11 

In 1905, James “struck pay dirt” when he received his share of
the sale of 1520 acres of coal land 18 miles northwest of Steamboat
(called the “Crawford Coal Field”). He first learned about the coal
in the spring of 1883, when prospector Pony Whitmore showed him
a piece of anthracite  coal that he had found near Elkhead Creek.
James and his son Logan traced the coal  to several  veins on the
southwest slope of Pilot Knob, and they immediately staked their
claims to the land. However the area had never been surveyed, and
by the time it was surveyed and the Crawfords applied for owner-
ship in 1890 under the Stone and Timber Act, there were competing
claims. Lawyers got involved, and a lengthy court case ensued. The
court  case was settled  in 1905,  and the Elkhead Anthracite  Coal
Company bought the land for $190,000. The lawyers got half that
amount, and James and his two sons Logan and John, split the other
half. John used his share to marry and build a house for his new
family just two houses down Crawford Avenue from the Crawford
House. James became the manager of the Elkhead Anthracite Coal
Company, and was manager until at least 1911. Some have said that
James built the Crawford House with coal money. He might have

11 The 1911 Colorado Business Directory for Steamboat Springs lists James H. 
Crawford as the manager of the Colorado Onyx Company, manager of the Elk-
head Anthracite Coal Company, and in real estate.
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decided to undertake the expense knowing that he potentially was
going to make a lot of money from sale of the coal land, but that
money did not materialize until over a decade later and he actually
paid for the Crawford House with his horses. 

James had a comfortable  life for the 34 years  he lived in the
Crawford House. He traveled on vacations to California, Louisiana,
Texas, Florida, and Hawaii. In December, 1910 he bought a house
in Denver at 663 Gaylord St for $12,000 to live in during the win-
ters from at least 1912 to 1926. However old letters and documents
show that his finances started getting shaky in 1918. This coincided
with the end of WWI, when the livestock market collapsed due to a
sharp drop in demand for beef for the troops in Europe. James’ in-
come from selling lots dried up during this downturn in the Steam-
boat economy,  and the coal and onyx were both gone. So he did
what most people in his situation still do now: he borrowed money
on his house in the form of a mortgage, or Deed of Trust. He did
this quietly – his wife and children never learned of it until after his
death. He went to his youngest brother, Grant Crawford, who was
the president of the Crawford Loan & Abstract Company in Sedalia,
Missouri. On October 22, 1918, James borrowed $6,000 at 6% in-
terest from Grant’s company. On July 1, 1924 he borrowed another
$1800 at  8% interest,  which got  rewritten March 20, 1925 to be
$4,250. Most of this amount went to pay interest on the first loan,
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663 Gaylord St, Denver

plus $1,988.62 for property taxes that were unpaid since 1921.12 A
statement dated July 1, 1926 listed the total for both loans plus inter-
est to be $11,035. Grant pleaded with James to refinance the prima-
ry trust deed through a bank in Steamboat, but James either never
tried or was unable.  By this time he was over 80 years  old,  and
probably could not handle his finances any more. He lived another
four years, without any payments on the loans or taxes. 

Control of the house effectively switched over to Grant. In 1927
there were tax sales of both houses. The Denver house was sold at
auction in November,  but Grant paid the delinquent taxes for the
Steamboat house and gained complete control of the house. He had
no interest in profiting from the house, but he was beginning to feel
a lot of financial pressure. His business loaned money to the farmers
around Sedalia, and then resold the notes to northeastern financial
interests. As the dust bowl days of the Great Plains approached, the

crops started failing and the
farmers  could  no  longer  re-
pay their  loans.  The eastern
creditors started foreclosures
which  quickly  dried  up
Grant’s  business.  Fortunate-
ly,  he had kept the loans to
his brother on his company’s
books  rather  than  reselling
them,  or  the  house  might
have been foreclosed before
James died.  But he was un-

der  tremendous  pressure  to  foreclose,  because the  backers  of  his
company thought he was hiding money from them.

For  a  while,  the  secondary  loan  was  actually  held  by  Annie
Crawford, the widow of James’ older brother John. Her intent was
to  cancel  the  loan  as  a  gift  to  her  brother-in-law,  but  instead  of
legally canceling the note, she died less than a year before James
died, and Grant had to reacquire it. Unfortunately, this complicated
the situation because some of Annie’s nieces sued over the terms of
her will, and Grant was reluctant for years to physically give up the

12 The property during these years was valued at $7000 and the mill levy averaged
just under 50, resulting in taxes averaging $332 a year. An additional $250 was 
paid as interest on overdue taxes.
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trust deed document in case he needed it for the court case, even
though in letters he wrote in 1930 he repeatedly said the secondary
loan documents were worthless, both financially and legally. 

On October 3, 1929, knowing he would die soon but not want-
ing the property tied up in the courts at his death, James signed a
Warranty Deed for the house to Margaret Crawford, contingent on
the two Trust Deeds that Grant held.  This deed was not actually
recorded until 1939 when Margaret died. When James died in June
1930, there  was a flurry of  letters  and telegrams between Grant,
James’  son  John,  and  Carr  Pritchett,  James’  son-in-law.  Grant
pleaded with the Colorado Crawfords to pay him some money, say-
ing if no one could, he might have to sell the house to one of his
creditors back east. He said at one point that the house was much
too big to justify Margaret still living there. John also corresponded
with the U.S. Bureau of Pensions to claim a $40 per month widow’s
pension for Margaret. At one point he had to submit an affidavit that
the house was worth less than the mortgages on it,  and therefore
Margaret had no equity in the house.

Carr came up with 25 shares of stock that he owned in a banking
company,  which Grant said was worth about $2500 at that point,
and Grant agreed to take them in return for all his financial interests
in the house. In September 1930 Grant signed the paperwork over to
Carr and sent a check for taxes due through January 1, 1930. At this
point he was no longer involved with the house. Unfortunately, his
business finally collapsed, yet another casualty of the Great Depres-
sion, and he died in 1938 a poor man. The Crawford family owes a
lot of gratitude to Grant for his financial help throughout the 1920s,
and for his loyalty to save the house from foreclosure.

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      43



At this point, Carr now owned the Deed of Trust. He magnani-
mously signed the deed over to Margaret, but with the understand-
ing that she would give the house to her four children. By the end of
October, 1930, several more documents were signed and recorded to
clean up all of the back taxes on the property. One of these was a
document titled “Public Trustee’s Sale” saying that there would be a
sale of the house on October 25, 1930. Finally, on March 24, 1931,
Margaret signed a Warranty Deed selling the house to Lulie, Logan,
John, and Mary, who jointly paid the taxes on the house over the
next 20 years. Curiously, this deed was not recorded immediately.
Margaret continued to live in the house, although most winters she
spent with Lulie and Carr in Denver. Carr at one point told John in
Sept 1930 “...on account of her age and inexperience in business
matters and in as much as I was instrumental in bringing about this
settlement, I think that I would have the right to request the court to
appoint you as administrator of her property during her life...” or, if
not by order of the court, by “your mother giving you a full power
of  attorney”.  I  don't  know whether  either  of  those  actually  hap-
pened. Upon her death in 1939, John (who was the County Clerk
and Recorder) finally filed the 1929 and 1931 Warranty Deeds, and
several “release of Deed of Trust” documents covering all  of the
original Deeds of Trust.

The  Crawford  family  had  averted  a  major  disaster  over  the
house, but money or the lack thereof continued to affect the destiny
of the house. There was no money for any renovations, repairs, or
even minimal upkeep of the house. The steady drumbeat of taxes
took  their  toll.  For  a  dozen  years,  the  house  stood  vacant.  The
youngest daughter, Mary, lived in the Crawford House with her par-
ents for over 20 years before she married Elmer King, in 1929. She
died shortly after Margaret, in 1940. Logan and John moved out of
the house when they married in 1899 and 1905, respectively. Logan
lived in several places near Steamboat until he moved to Denver in
1915, and later California. John lived with his wife Minnie and son
James just a few houses down the street. When Logan returned to
Steamboat after retiring, he lived with John, and the two brothers
died two years apart in 1945 and 1947.  Lulie now remained as the
sole user of the house for 1-week vacations during the summer. In
1948 she finally decided it was time to sell the house. Since she was
in her 80s, she left the details to her daughter, Lulita.
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6. Sale of the Crawford House
Over  its  lifetime,  the  Crawford House  has  been blessed with

many owners who loved it and took good care of it, as is to be ex-
pected of an owner. However there are two non-owners who stand
out for their care and devotion for the house: Clyde Broomell and
Bill  Irvine.  We will  meet  Bill  in a later  chapter.  I  learned about
Broomell from a series of letters he wrote to Lulita starting in 1948.
He was an engineer, minister, and businessman. He met Jim Norvell
in 1898, and was a friend and associate until Norvell died. At one
time he was foreman and part owner of the Norvell Cattle Compa-
ny, and he later owned the Cabin Hotel in Steamboat. He lived for
awhile in the Milner, or Norvell House, across the street from John
Crawford, and owned land near the corner of Pine and 11th. He con-
ducted the memorial services for both Jim Norvell and John Craw-
ford. He took a very kindly interest in helping the Crawfords, and
over two years acted as property manager and real estate agent. He
posted the first advertisement for the house in the Steamboat Pilot
and showed the house to interested parties. He arranged the furni-
ture and items in the rooms, hired somebody to spot repair the roof,
and nailed shut the windows when it was discovered that teenage
boys were breaking into the house (he even cleaned the floors of
their muddy footprints). 

Even more important, he gave advice. He had recently sold the
Milner House for $8000 ($5000 plus back taxes), and based some of
his  recommendations  on  his  experience.  The  main  problem with
selling the Crawford House was that nobody had lived permanently
in the house for over 10 years, and it needed many repairs and reno-
vations. After all, it was 50 years old with no indoor plumbing, no
central heating, inadequate electrical wiring, a leaking roof and rot-
ting porch, and crumbling plaster. Based on the Milner house, which
the new owner spent $8,000-10,000 to fix up, Broomell told Lulita
and future buyers that the house would need $10,000 of work in ad-
dition to the selling price, but that with that amount of work, the
home would once again be unequaled in Steamboat and worth more
than the modern homes selling for $25,000-30,000. At one point, he
said that he wished he had the money to fix the house up so Lulie
could rent  it  and keep it  in the Crawford family;  he would have
charged no interest, and would only have expected her to repay him
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from the rent. Another time, he went to a loan company to see if
Lulie could borrow money for the repairs and modernization. The
loan company said the house was ineligible because there was no
toilet and no sewer connection.

Broomell got a few nibbles here and there, three of which were
interesting enough to mention. First, several residents wanted to buy
the house to serve as a museum. Broomell thought this was a real
possibility, because some of the names being mentioned had plenty
of money to burn. The Woman’s Club even started a fund-raising
drive for the effort, but could not find any major donors and gave up
the idea after $300 was raised. Broomell decided the problem was a
combination of the economic climate being decidedly flat in Steam-
boat, plus too many other under funded projects such as the Hospital
fund, Methodist Church Building fund, and Ski Tow.

The  second  nibble  was  from  a  couple  who  wanted  to  pay
$10,000 for the house “lock, stock, and barrel” to fix up and live in
themselves, but with only a $50 down payment. With that tiny down
payment, plus confusion over what land the couple wanted to buy,
the Crawfords were skeptical about the offer, and nothing more was
said in the letters about it.

The final nibble was from a Denver interest who wanted to buy
all of the land for $7,800, tear down the house, build two one-story
stone cottages at the front of the property, and maintain the rest for
an auto court. This offer horrified Lulie. She was sad that anybody
would want to tear down the house, and was adamant in her deter-
mination to sell the house to a family that would live in it.

At this point the Pritchetts did what many large estate owners
do: they divided the property so the house would be cheaper. This
was not the first time the land was carved up, nor would it be the
last time. When James H. Crawford platted North Highlands Addi-
tion to Steamboat Springs, he designated the lot that would contain
the Crawford House to be lot A in block 1 with an area of 3.1 acres.
He sold two parcels of the land to Mary Borland in 1907 and 1912.
The remaining land stayed intact until the Pritchetts, with help from
Broomell,  carved it into four pieces. They sold a small  piece for
$200 to T. W. and Francis  Poulson, who owned the Frame Cot-
tage13.  A larger piece was given to Lulita, who dreamed of building
13 Part of this transaction was a 12 foot strip of land at the west end of Crawford 
Avenue, which probably existed due to corrections in the land survey.
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a small summer home for herself and her sister. The third parcel,
which the Crawfords called the “Garden Place”, was in a little hol-
low to the northwest of the Crawford House, and the fourth parcel
had the house plus the barn behind it.

Lot A, Block 1, North Highlands Addition (1905)  entirely owned by James H.
Crawford – note west boundary is perpendicular to north boundary

Lot A, Block 1, North Highlands Addition after land divided and sold – note
west boundary no longer perpendicular – numbers refer to Table 3. 
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Table 4. Lot A, Block 1, North Highlands Addition (3.1 acres)

Date Acres Price Parcel Buyer
4/21/1891 .274 $200 A Steamboat Springs Company
4/25/1896 .073 $350 1 Mabel Eades
2/13/1905 .455 B Plat of N. Highlands Addition

12/20/1907 .138 $300 2 Mary Weldon Borland
5/6/1912 .5 $1100 3 Mary Weldon Borland
6/2/1949 .182 $200 4 T.W. & Francis Poulson

6/10/1949 .537 Gift 5+6 Lulita Crawford Pritchett
7/28/1950 .973 $6000 7+8 John & Eileen Pluta
9/22/1951 .713 $600 9 7th Day Adventist Church

10/24/1964 .268 $2000 5 John & Eileen Pluta
10/24/1964 .268 $?? 6 George E. Emerson

8/5/1966 .247 $40 C Town of Steamboat Springs
3/16/1972 .351 $?? 7 David & Ester Delli Quadri
3/29/1972 .622 $10000 5+8 J. & B. Enterprises
5/20/1977 .351 $?? 7 Carl & LaVerne Jardine
6/11/1985 .351 $150000 7 Jerry & Pamela Nettleton

10/21/2004 .351 $748000 7 James Crawford & Anna Fang
Time began to wear on the process, and Si Lockhart, who ran an

auctioneering business, stepped in. Broomell was glad to help out in
any way he could, but he confessed that he was not fit to be a realtor
because he had no patience for indecisive people. Lockhart found a
family with nine children that needed a large house, with a father
that was skilled at construction tasks and who ultimately performed
all the major repairs and renovations himself. As usually happens
when selling in a slow market, the Crawfords had to accept a lower
price than they wanted to: $6000. With only one parcel left, Lulie
relented to selling the Garden Place the following year for $600.

The final saga in the breakup of the land occurred in 1972 when
the Plutas sold the house to the DelliQuadris. The DelliQuadris were
a young couple with one child who did not have a lot of money, and
could not afford the house and property. But the Plutas liked them
and wanted to help them out, so they divided the land up one last
time, chopping it in half. Two new houses were then built on the
back half, one in 1972 and one in 1973. 
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7. Renovations
The Crawford house has been evolving ever since it was built.

We can date many of the renovations from old photographs, others
from talking with previous owners and their families. Some we can
only guess as to when they were made. Generally speaking, the ma-
jority  of  renovations  were  made  in  the  first  two  decades  of  the
house, in the early 1950s, and in the late 1970s.

Table 5. Crawford House Renovations
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Crawford Water well hand pump
Connected to electricity 
North side dormer 
Front porch
Coal shed
Kitchen chimney removed

Pluta Bathroom on 2nd floor 
Coal furnace and central heating ducts
Metal roof
Porch repairs: cement & bricks
Parlor double-doors moved to barn

Jardine Stairway to 2nd floor porch
Fire escape out north dormer 
Separated master bedroom from sitting room with a closet
Moved glass bookshelf from den to sitting room
Bathroom on 3rd floor 
Accordion partitions in dormers
3rd floor: exposed chimney, added shelves and cabinets
Stone exposed in foyer and bedroom
Pine walls on 1st and 2nd floors
Moved corner cabinet from foyer to kitchen
Gas furnace and water heaters
Thermafloor heater added to 3rd floor, then disconnected

Nettleton Modernized kitchen
Painted 1st floor woodwork blue
Sauna and shower in cellar

Unknown 2nd floor doors re-hinged inward
Storm windows 

 Kitchen pantry under stairs closed
Extensive rewiring – drop ceiling in dining room to cover wires
Multiple paint colors, carpets, linoleum, tiles, wallpapers, ceilings



Minnie and Clara, wives of John and Logan
Note  hand pump – photo about 1906

Perhaps the first ren-
ovation  made  to  the
Crawford House was the
addition of a hand pump
to  the  water  well.  The
well  enclosure  was  re-
moved and replaced by a
raised  wooden  floor  or
deck.  The  hand  pump
ran  through  the  wood
planks into the well.

Steamboat  Springs
built  the  first  power
plant in Routt County in
1900,  shortly  after  the
town  incorporated.  The
plant was on 10th Street, several hundred yards from the Crawford
House. The house may have been prewired for electricity when it
was built. James would certainly have known that the town would
eventually have a power plant, and he was always planning for the
future. Some of the original electric wires are still in the house, be-
hind the lathe under plaster. Prior to 1900, the house would have
been lit at night with candles or kerosene lamps. 

The den on the southern half of the 3rd floor had an abundance of
sunlight, with seven windows facing in three directions. In contrast,
the northern half of the 3rd floor had only indirect light coming up
the stairs or through the glass door to the den. A new dormer was
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View of house from the east – note north dormer

added to the north side with a small window and an off-center shed-
roof. We only have two old photographs (this page and page  31)
that  show the  roof  on the  north  side of  the  house:  one with the
dormer, and one without, but we do not know the date of either pho-
tograph. However, James must have realized the need for a window
as soon as they moved in, and I would guess that the dormer was
added within the first five years. The construction of the dormer was
not of the same standard as the other dormers: it had wood lap sid-
ing with no decorative patterning. This is one more example of how
the back of the house was not meant to be seen.

By far,  the most significant renovation made to the Crawford

House  by the  Crawfords  was  the  addition  of  a  Colonial  Revival
style front porch sometime between 1909 and 1913. Three wooden
Tuscan columns supported the full-length front porch with off-cen-
ter pediment. The floor was wood planks, surrounded on three sides
by a wooden step down to the ground. The interior of the roof was
beadboard, with the exterior shed portion clad with wood shingles.
The roof of the porch conceals the entry arch from some perspec-
tives, but the arch is still readily seen from close range. 

The idea for a porch and the porch design probably came from
neighbors. The Milner House, built in 1902 across Crawford Av-
enue one block east,  had a very similar  porch with an off-center
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View of Crawford House from the southwest showing new porch

           Milner House                                    John Crawford House

pediment and three columns. In 1905 James’ son John married Min-
nie May Welch and they built their home across the street from the
Norvell house with an even larger wrap-around porch with off-cen-
ter pediment and six columns. James was undoubtedly at his son’s
house  often,  and  must  have  seen  the  benefits  of  having  a  front
porch. Sometime in the next half dozen years he added a porch to
his house with similar pediment and columns but without the low
fence on the edge of the porch. The porch became a favorite sitting
area for the Crawfords and always had some rocking chairs on it. 
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Photo of shed in 2004

Photo taken in the 1920s showing shed

Another major addition to the house was a coal shed built  in
back. We have little information to date the construction of it. An
old panoramic view of Steamboat Springs taken in the 1910s shows
the shed. Lulita once labeled a photograph saying “When the town
put in a water system, the well house was torn down and a frame
kitchen added at the back of the stone house.” However one of the
Pluta sons stated that his father connected the house to the water
system and the well was still visible and usable in 1950. 

The shed touched the Crawford House in the northeast corner,
connecting through the kitchen door and covering the kitchen win-
dow. The one-story shed was 16' wide and 24' long with wood lap
siding,  a  hipped roof,  overhanging eaves,  a  dirt  floor,  and a  red
brick chimney in the middle. There were three one-over-one win-
dows on the west side and one on the east, plus a one-panel wood
door with glass on the upper half. The north side had two square
window openings on the upper part of the wall, which were used to
shovel  the coal  into  the  shed.  The interior  was divided into  two
rooms: the coal storage room was the smaller room at the north end,
while  the  larger  room next  to
the  house  became  a  kitchen.
The  old  kitchen  became  the
dining room, and the old dining
room became a second parlor.
The  old  kitchen  chimney  be-
came unnecessary and was re-
moved above the roof.

When  Pluta  bought  the
house in 1950, it needed repair
and  modernization.  The  roof
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Pipes through small pantry, looking 
north at old doorframe to kitchen

Heating ducts along foyer ceiling after plaster removed

was  leaking,  the  porch  col-
umns  were  rotted,  plaster
was falling, and there was no
central  heat  and  no  indoor
plumbing.  He used his  own
skill,  along with the help of
his brother and sons, to make
many  major  changes  to  the
house. First and foremost, he
divided  the  2nd floor  north-
east  bedroom  into  a  small
bedroom  and  a  full  bath-
room. The pipes came up from the basement  along the east  wall
through what was originally a small pantry that ran under the stairs
to the 2nd floor. The pipes were left accessible behind a small wall;
the  Pluta  children  were  able  to  sneak  from the  kitchen  into  the
pantry and climb the pipes to the 2nd floor bathroom. 

Next, Pluta moved the kitchen back into its original room, and
performed the monumental task of snaking heating ducts throughout
the house from a coal furnace in the shed. Two ducts entered the
kitchen through the window and transom over the door. They then
went through the kitchen, center hall, and foyer, with branches lead-
ing to vents in the dining room, parlor, and 2nd floor rooms. One
branch went through the hall ceiling into the corner of the new bath-
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Metal roof 55 years after it was installed

room,  and
up  to  vents
in  the  3rd

floor.  The
ducts  in  the
kitchen  and
hall  were
covered  by
lowering  the
entire ceiling
14",  with  a
strip  along
the  north
wall of the kitchen all the way down to the top of the door. The duct
was most apparent in the foyer, where a 46" width the entire length
of the room was lowered 14". This reduced the height over the fire-
place to the point where the Crawford deer head seen in old photo-
graphs  (currently  in  the  Tread  of  Pioneers  Museum)  would  no
longer fit. A return duct led from the cellar through the stone foun-
dation underneath a cement floor in the shed that Pluta put down, to
a large coal furnace. Branches of this duct came through the inner
walls of the cellar from the crawl spaces underneath the rest of the
house. There were grates cut in the floors of the foyer, dining room,
and parlor that easily lifted out of the holes to reveal dirt less than a
foot below the bottom of the floor beams. 

Outside, Pluta tackled the rotting porches and leaking roof. He
replaced the wood floors of the porches with poured concrete, and
added brick supports to shortened columns. He installed storm win-
dows on all of the windows. He covered all of the roofs with metal:
not a pretty solution, but very practical to withstand heavy winter
snows. He also added asbestos tile to the sides of the shed. He prob-
ably tore down the old outhouse and the chicken coop, but he kept
the barn. The early photos of the interior of the house show the dou-
ble doors between the parlor and the dining room both open and
closed.  The Plutas  found that  these  double  doors  interfered  with
their dining room table, so they moved them out to the barn. Alas,
the barn burned one day when one of the grandchildren played with
matches, and both the barn and the double doors were destroyed. 
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Exposed stone in 2nd floor bedroom

Exterior stairs and fire escape 
added in 1970s

The next major renovations
to the house occurred 25 years
later in 1977 when the Jardines
bought the property.  We know
a  lot  about  their  renovations
from a 1982 interview of them
by high school students writing
for the school magazine,  Three
Winter  Wire.  The Jardines  de-
serve a lot of credit for the ex-
tensive work they did to repair
the  house.  The  plaster  was  in
poor  shape,  with  cracks  and
holes in it, especially on the 3rd

floor. The woodwork had four or five layers of paint on it, including
red, green, and yellow, which they stripped. And the stone on one
side of the house (alas, we do not know which side) was bowed out-
ward. They hired a mason to remove and reset all of the stones on
the outside wall of the 2nd floor of the bad side.

On the 3rd floor they replaced the plaster with dry wall. On the
south wall of the foyer and the two outer walls of the southeast bed-
room they removed the plaster entirely to expose the stone walls.
They added wainscoting to  the other  two walls  of  this  bedroom.
They added pine planks to the west  wall  of the foyer,  all  of the
kitchen walls above the wainscot, and the hall walls and ceiling of
the 2nd floor.  (The pine walls  in  the  northeast  bedroom were in-
stalled by the Plutas when they added the bathroom.) The cabinet to

the left of the foyer fire-
place  no  longer  fit  with
the extra wood siding, so
it  was  moved  to  the
northwest kitchen corner.

The  Jardines  also
made  extensive  renova-
tions  in addition  to  their
repair  work.  They  con-
verted the 3rd floor into a
meeting place for the sci-
entology church. This en-
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stairs with metal rod          built-in cabinet
3rd floor changes

Exposed chimney and accordion partition

tailed  changes to the outside, 2nd and 3rd floors. Outside, they built a
large, sturdy wood staircase up to the 2nd floor porch in the north-
west corner of the house, and metal fire escape ladders leading from
the north dormer window down to the roof of the shed, and  from
the eastern edge of the shed roof to the ground.

Since  people
would  come  up  the
new  outside  stairs,
pass  through  the  sit-
ting  room,  and  climb
the  stairs  to  the  3rd

floor,  the  Jardines
needed  to  more  thor-
oughly  separate  the
sitting  room from the
master bedroom. They
took the double doors
that  swung  from  the
bedroom  into  the  sit-
ting room, and hinged
them  on  the  opposite
side  so  they  opened
into  the  bedroom.
Then they built a new
wall three feet into the
sitting  room,  forming
a  closet  for  the  bed-
room,  and  moved
James Crawford’s large glass display case from the west dormer to
the sitting room to fit along the new sitting room wall. Curiously, in
the interview the Jardines said they found the double doors molding
in the basement. Perhaps the Delli Quadris had removed them.

The Jardines made a number of changes to the 3rd floor. First,
they added a new strong railing for the 3rd floor stairs, and probably
was the one to add a metal rod in the center of the stairs to support
the 3rd floor, which had developed a crack. In the 3rd floor north hall
they added a couple of walls to make a small bathroom above the
2nd floor bathroom. They added a recessed cabinet in the wall to the
left of the stairs, and a new small closet in the southwest corner of
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the hall. In the den they made two small offices out of the east and
west dormers by installing accordion partitions at the edges. They
also exposed the chimney and added a recessed bookshelf in the east
wall, and replaced the plaster on all the walls and ceiling, which he
described as being in danger of falling on somebody’s head.

The coal furnace was upgraded to a gas furnace with a separate
water heater.  The 3rd floor,  being far away from the furnace and
lacking any insulation in the walls and roof, was always cold, so the
Jardines also added a Thermafloor heater, which was essentially a
transformer sending electricity through a wire mesh under the carpet
on the 3rd floor. These heaters never worked well, and by the 1980s
the 3rd floor had electric baseboard heaters to supplement the fur-
nace. Finally, the Jardines added a sauna and shower to the base-
ment, locks to the front door, and etched the front door glass.

One final round of renovations was made when the Nettletons
owned the house. They modernized the kitchen, painted the 1st floor
woodwork in the parlor and dining room a dark blue, and put new
tile on the floor in front of the two fireplaces.

It is unclear who made several other changes to the house. Two
of the doors on the 2nd floor were re-hinged to swing away from the
hall  rather  than  into  the  hall.  The  southeast  kitchen  pantry  was
closed off before the Jardines, with access only from a removable
panel  from the  cellar  stairs.  Extensive  rewiring  occurred  several
times: not only when the heating ducts were installed, the pine pan-
eling added, and when the bathrooms were finished, but also once
when the dining room ceiling was lowered slightly to cover up new
wiring.

Finally,  there have been many cosmetic changes with carpets,
linoleum, tiles, wallpapers, and paint colors. We have evidence of
what  some of these were, although little  indication of when they
were done. The Crawfords used floral carpets and wallpaper, even
wallpapering the ceiling of the den. They also used a red paint on
the windows and outside trim. One curious place where one of the
old carpets still exists is in the bottom cabinet of the glassed book-
case to the right of the foyer fireplace. Perhaps this bookcase was
not built when the house was built, but added later after the carpet
was already in  use.  The foyer,  kitchen,  and dining  room all  had
linoleum at one time or another.  In modern times,  the floors and
stairs were all carpeted except for linoleum in the kitchen and foyer.
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Old linoleum in the dining room – note a circular rug must have sat on it

Old linoleum in the foyer – this was installed sometime before 1960

Two strips of stenciling & wallpaper 
over china cabinet in dining room

Carpets from Crawford era – top left from old photo of parlor, top right 
found in doorway between parlor and foyer, bottom found in foyer cabinet

Two fragments of wallpaper 
near ceiling in foyer



www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      60

Old photo of 3rd floor den – note wallpaper on wall and ceiling



8. Restoration
The final chapter of the Crawford House started in 1988 when

the four  grandchildren  of  John came to Steamboat  Springs  for  a
family reunion. Up until that time, we had never spent more than a
night in the town, and knew about it only from Lulita’s two novels
The Shining Mountains and  Cabin at Medicine Springs, and from
our father’s many stories about growing up in Steamboat. We dis-
covered the Crawford House was a bed-and-breakfast  run by the
Nettletons, and got a quick tour of the house from one of the Nettle-
ton boys. After Nancy moved to Denver in the mid 1990s, she ran
across the Nettletons again through the Tread of Pioneers Museum.
Every time she saw them, she told them that the Crawfords were
very interested in the house, and would they please call her whenev-
er they were ready to sell the house. After another 10 years, when
all their children had grown up, the Nettletons remembered Nancy
and gave her a call. A couple of months later, in November of 2004,
my wife and I were able to buy the house. 

At that point I knew nothing about the house, other than what I
could  see  with  my own eyes.  But  over  the  ensuing  months  and
years, we found old photographs, deeds, and numerous references to
the house in newspaper clippings and books. Nancy even found the
original building contract with the stone mason. Right from the start
I knew I wanted to restore the house as much as possible to the con-
dition it was in when my ancestors lived there. I saw it as a way to
connect with them, to experience some of what they saw and did
and to find out more who they were. But obviously, we couldn’t re-
store the house to the exact condition it was in when it was built;
that would require removing central heat, electricity, and the bath-
rooms, and would cause the city to declare the house uninhabitable.
On the contrary,  we wanted to make the house enjoyable for our
family, friends, and relatives to live in for short and long stays. We
decided the best  solution would be to restore the  outside and 1st

floor (except the kitchen) to a historic look, while adding a new ad-
dition that would provide a bathroom, family room, and garage. We
found  several  people  to  carry  out  these  plans:  Bill  Irvine,  who
would work on the old house restoration;  Jan Kaminski, who would
design the new addition; Jeff Kortas, who would oversee all mason-
ry work;  and Tyke Pierce,  who built  the addition.  The house re-
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ceived listing on the National Register of Historic Properties on Au-
gust 7, 2005 thanks to the help of many people including Laureen
Schaeffer, who wrote the application14. In this chapter I will discuss
the restoration work on the old house.

The  outside  of  the  house  presented  a  rather  straight-forward
plan.  We had plenty of old photographs of the house exterior  to
guide us in the many decisions to be made. All of the original build-
ing materials still existed: the stone walls, the windows, the ginger-
bread decoration on the dormers, even the wood shingles hiding un-
der the metal roof. That is not to say that the restoration was easy or
inexpensive, just that it was more a repair job than a replacement
operation.

Table 6. Exterior restoration of the Crawford House

Stone work clean, repoint, reposition
Chimney replace bricks above roof
Roof remove metal, add cedar shingles
Gingerbread restore pediments, replace siding
Windows repair all windows and frames
Porches restore roof and ceiling, replace floor and columns

The stone work,  for the most  part,  was maintenance  work of
cleaning and repointing the stones. There were two places that had
to be repaired. The first and hardest was the area above the large
window on the 2nd floor over the main entrance where several of the
stones had slipped an inch or two. This slippage was probably due
to two factors. First, there was not much holding the two walls to-
gether because the cement in between the two walls was deficient a
chemical, and over time it crumbled into sand. Second, the weight
of the porch roof is mainly on the stone, not the columns, providing
outward pressure on the outer wall. All of the stones on the second
story on the south side of the house were carefully removed and
repositioned with supporting metal straps holding the inner and out-
er  walls  together.  From  old  photographs,  this  slippage  occurred
sometime between 1930 and 1960. 

The head mason Jeff Kortas said he wished he were paid over-
time for the number  of hours he worried about  the stones in his
sleep.  Everybody  held  their  breath  when  the  first  stone  was  re-

14 See www.coloradohistory-oahp.org/programareas/register/1503/cty/rt.htm
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moved, but everything went smoothly and a total of 149 stones were
removed, revealing a large area of the inner wall. They were able to
remove these stones because the outer wall  is not supporting the
roof; once the mortar was chipped away the stones slid out.
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The other stonework that had to be repaired was the foundation
below and to the east of the outside kitchen door. Several stones
there, including the wide stone under the door, had been removed to
pass the ducts from the furnace in the back shed to the cellar. Two
smaller stones were then placed under the west side of the door, and
the wide stone was left loose in the yard. When the shed and ducts
were removed, the hole was easily patched up with the wide stone,
although now it is two stones over from its original position (see
photograph on page  71).

When the masons cleaned out the old grout between the stones
on the east side of the house, they discovered something curious.
Most of the spaces behind the grout had filler rock, except in line
with where the old kitchen chimney used to be (see photo on page
29). This was probably due to coal dust in the chimney catching
fire, which would have heated the stones hot enough to decompose
the filler cement, so the filler would have fallen down to the bottom.
More evidence for this fire showed up in black undersides of floor-
boards in the east dormer.

The  chimney  had  deteriorated  over  the  years,  with  chipped
bricks, missing mortar, and the top half gone. The old bricks were
no longer useable and they were entirely replaced, reproducing the
two bands near the top.

The metal  roof  installed  in  1950 was  replaced  by new cedar
shingles. The original wood shingles were still there in parts, but too
damaged to be of any use. The siding of the dormers was also dam-
aged, especially the north dormer. An existing scalloped board was
used as a template to cut out new siding. Most of the framing boards
were ok, but some of the decoration wood had to be replaced.

Every window in the house was removed and repaired as neces-
sary. A few windows needed new glass to replace old glass that was
cracked. The bottom board was often rotted and had to be replaced,
but for the most part the windows retain their original wood and
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glass. They would have all been irreparable if not for the storm win-
dows which Pluta installed. Unfortunately, the storm windows were
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                                                                        combining old wood with new



old and no longer fitted well, and also had to be replaced. The win-
dow sills were probably in the worst shape, as they were rotted from
water. Paint had provided some measure of protection: red, gray,
white, and the modern salmon were all found. A few windows, e.g.
the 3rd floor dormer windows, had to have the frames rebuilt from
new wood. The counter-balances  in  the window frames  were re-
stored with new ropes where appropriate.
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By far the biggest restoration task was the front and rear porch-
es. Something had to be done: the concrete floor was cracking and
chipping; the columns were tilting; and the roof sagged. The weight
of the front porch was not so much on the columns, but rather on the
stone where it was attached with seven 1" bolts that went through
both stone walls and through the baseboards in the front bedrooms.
This extra weight on the stones contributed to the sagging of the
stones above the window. The side walls were nailed upward into
the roof frame, but had pulled loose and sagged, causing the col-
umns to tilt. One option was to completely tear the porch down and
restore the look of the house when it  was first  built.  This would
have been the simplest and cheapest option, and would have had the
benefit of once again show-casing the round arch over the doorway.
However I think that James H. Crawford added the porch to im-
prove the house, to provide shelter from the rain and snow and sun,
and a comfortable place to sit and talk to neighbors strolling by. I
decided to restore the porch to how it looked when James first built
it, and left the details of how to restore it to Bill. 

Basically, the roof was jacked up with two supporting beams an-
gling from each side to the front. Then the old columns were re-
moved, the heavily water-damaged beadboard ceiling was removed,
the  metal  roof  was  removed,  and  the  concrete  floor  demolished.
Fortunately  it  was  not
solid  concrete,  and  basi-
cally only had one layer
on top of rock fill. Once a
new  wood  substitute
floor was built and floor-
to-ceiling  wood columns
were installed,  the  fram-
ing  for  the  roof  was  re-
paired and a new ceiling
and roof were added. Ac-
tually  very  little  of  the
original porch still exists,
mainly only the two side
walls  and  the  original
frame work for the roof.
But the porch now looks
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as it did a hundred years ago.
The back porch was a far simpler problem since it has no sepa-

rate roof. The cement floor and brick support needed to be replaced,
and the 2nd floor railing needed repair  work where the stairs  had
been added later.  However the woodwork was very slow and te-
dious because each replacement piece had to be individually mea-
sured and cut, and the modern electrical lines had to be hidden.

The shed was never built to be a permanent structure, and it was
torn down in 2006. It served a useful purpose over the years as the
source of heat (coal storage, coal-burning kitchen stove, coal-burn-
ing furnace, and gas-burning furnace), a temporary kitchen, and a
workbench. But it was built crudely and, as with everything else on
the north side of the house, was not meant to be seen. It was con-
nected to the house, but was not much more than an above-ground
basement. The Crawfords did not take any photos of the shed, just
as they never took any photos of the bedrooms, kitchen, or cellar.
With its demolition a new, modern addition has been added in its
place; one with a furnace room in the basement, a bathroom, laun-
dry room, and family room on the 1st floor, and a two car garage. In
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short, the modern equivalent of the barn, outhouse, washing tables,
and shed that were north of the house during the first Crawford era.
The bricks from the shed chimney were donated to the restoration of
the Maxwell (Squire) Building on Lincoln Ave.

One exciting discovery made during the shed removal was the
uncovering of the original water well. When the cement floor and a
few loose boards were removed, a circle of stones four feet across,
10 feet north of the house and a couple feet east of the kitchen door
was revealed. The well was 32 feet deep with 10 feet of water in the
bottom, along with some floating logs. The stones were the same
sandstone as found in the house walls, although smaller. They were
laid row by row on top of each other without any mortar. Unfortu-
nately, for safety reasons the well had to be filled with rubble and
capped again. A few rows of stone at the top of the well were re-
moved and used to make a garden border and to add a 9-stone arch
to the new addition’s fireplace.
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  Inside north room of shed looking 
east during demolition
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The interior of the house presented a completely different prob-
lem for the restoration. Not only do we not know what the original
interior looked like for most of the house, including all of the sec-
ond floor, but also the multiple renovations had destroyed much of
the original walls and ceilings. Our effort has concentrated on the
first floor and has involved what makes sense to still keep modern
comfort while restoring the 19th century look.

Table 7. Interior restoration of the Crawford House

Front Door Stripped, sanded, refinished
Woodwork Blue paint stripped, sanded, refinished
Walls and ceilings Replastered
Floors Carpet, new wood floor in foyer
Staircase Sanded, refinished
Heating ducts Removed, walls/ceiling repaired
New heat New ducts, vents, air handlers
Corner cabinet Moved from kitchen to original position
Kitchen wall Interior and exterior restored
3rd floor Wood floor sanded for area rug
Fireplace tile Replaced
Furniture Piano, chairs, vases, paintings, deer head
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The front door was old and tired looking, but other than some
pet scratches was in reasonable shape. The clear glass panel, along
with the side panels, had been replaced at some point, but the col-
ored glass panels were all original. After hours of cleaning, sanding,
filling the scratches, and refinishing, it once again presents a mar-
velous sight to behold for anyone approaching the house. Early pho-
tos of the house (see page 30) also show a storm door protecting the
ornate door, and a door bell just to the right. The original storm door
was replaced at some point with a metal version, and the door bell
was removed and the hole filled in.  We have changed the storm
door once again to allow the ornate door to be more easily viewed.

The  condition  of  the  original  woodwork  had  deteriorated  so
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much after 100 years that the Nettletons needed to do something.
The original woodwork had a faux finish that made the pine look
more like cherry. Since restoring the finish would require too much
labor and money, they chose to paint the woodwork blue (what we
now affectionately call  Nettleton blue) to give a strong Victorian
look to the first floor. Fortunately, it was easy to use chemicals to
strip down to bare wood, and provide a more natural finish.

The walls and ceiling were replastered to fix cracks and chip-
ping. The original plaster had been painted and wallpapered several
times, and there was nothing to restore, so we merely added a fresh
coat of old looking plaster. The ceiling in the dining room had been
lowered  an inch to allow electrical lines to run unseen over to the
east  wall.  The  original  plaster  can  still  be seen  in  a  few hidden
places such as the closet under the stairs and the bottom cabinet to
the right of the foyer fireplace. The inner walls of the dining room
are now layers of new plaster over textured paint over green paint
over dry wall over smooth plaster.

The floors in the foyer, parlor, and dining room were stripped
down to the bare wood. The parlor and dining room were finished
with a period-looking floral carpet, while the high-traffic foyer was
finished with red heart pine planks. The tile on the floors in front of
the fireplaces (which had been installed by Nettleton) was replaced
with onyx tiles as a reminder of the Crawford role in the Colorado
Onyx Company. Four of the original tiles above the parlor fireplace
were missing and had been replaced by four plain tiles. An exact
match with the original tiles was deemed impossible, so we instead
chose to replace the plain tiles with an animal motif of two weasels.
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One of the major decisions affecting the foyer was whether the
heating  ducts  put  in  by the  Plutas  could  be  removed.  Thanks  to
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modern technology, forced hot air systems can now use 2" flexible
ducts that can be snaked between wall studs or floor joists. It re-
quired careful planning and execution to fit the ducts and air han-
dlers out-of-sight, but the new ducts freed up the foyer from the old
massive duct. Once again, the record-setting deer head that James
shot can fit above the fireplace. Demolishing the old ducts led to the
exposure of three interesting finds: a piece of old wallpaper, an area
of the stone wall that was much whiter than the surrounding wall,
and a  crooked chimney.  The difference  in  color  in  the  stones  is
probably due to smoke from the fire staining the rocks, while the
crooked chimney has to serve fireplaces in both the foyer and par-
lor, which are offset a few feet from each other. It sits in the corner
of the two rooms as it goes up to the 2nd floor, with a branch running
diagonally to the foyer fireplace.  The glass bookshelves to the right
of the foyer fireplace are set under the edge of the chimney.

Removing the duct in the cellar revealed several old “treasures”:
a December 1953 newspaper was in the space around the duct, and
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an old wine bottle, some tins and baskets, and a 1919 investment
booklet were in the crawl space accessible from the duct opening.

Two additional things were done in the foyer: the corner cabinet
was moved back from the kitchen to its original position to the left
of the fireplace, and the staircase was sanded, repaired, and refin-
ished. During this repair work, scores of nails were found driven
through the stair treads into the secret closet below. The nails were
driven in by Nettleton to try to reduce squeaks in the stairs.

Very little restoration work has been done on the upper two sto-
ries of the house. The shag rug in the den was removed, the original
wood  floorboards sanded, and an area rug installed leaving some 

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      77

Foyer stairs in 2004, with carpet removed and wood sanded in 2006,
and with a new finish and carpet in 2007



www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      78

Foyer in 2004

Foyer in 2008



of the floorboards visible. Some day the large glass bookshelves that
are currently on the second floor may be returned to their original
location in the west dormer,  where the floorboards still  show the
outline of the shelves. They held many of James’ rocks, arrowheads,
stuffed birds and animals.

The kitchen has also had little restoration work done in it. The
window and door frames and wainscot are all original and need to
be refinished.  The east  window is  half  blocked by the sink,  and
some day perhaps could be freed up. It probably will never be prac-
tical to expose the door frame to the hidden closet.

When the Crawfords sold the house in 1950, the furniture be-
came scattered: Lulie took a lot down to her Denver home, grandson
James  D.  Crawford  took  some  items,  and  the  rest  were  sold  to
friends and neighbors, many at an auction held at the house on Au-
gust  5,  1950.  Over  a  half  century later,  some of  these items  are
trickling back to the house. The piano seen in early photos of the
parlor remained in the house until Delli Quadri sold it to Paul Hands
in the 1970s. Paul sold it back to the Crawfords in 2007. A parlor
bed was discovered at a local auction and now sits in the second
floor sitting room, once again in use as an extra bed in use when
many guests spend the night. The Tread of Pioneers Museum has
several items including a couch, chair,  and the deer head. Nancy
Rosi in Denver has even more including Lulie’s paintings, stuffed
birds, vases, dishes, and a number of chairs.  
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Parlor bed in 2007

We end this discussion of restora-
tion  with  the  pretty  gardens  that  sur-
round the house. When the house was
built, it set in the middle of open land
with little vegetation to speak of. The
Crawfords  planted  several  trees  that
still  exist:  a cottonwood and cedar  to
the east, and a cedar and spruce to the
west. They also planted two lilac bush-
es to the south, white roses to the east,
and yellow roses along the porch. The
white  roses  were  called  Lulie’s  roses
and  were  bought  from  a  travelling
salesman. Care was taken to protect the roses throughout the con-
struction, and even though they were in the midst of scaffolding and
had trenches dug near them, they survived and continue to give a
splash of color to the house.
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9. Ghosts, Gatherings, and a Secret Hiding place
As befits the house of the “Father of Steamboat Springs” and the

“Mother of Routt County”, the Steamboat Pilot has printed numer-
ous articles surrounding the life of the Crawford House. Here are
some excerpts over the years:

---------------------------------------------

May 26, 1915. CELE-
BRATE THEIR FIFTI-
ETH ANNIVERSARY

OF WEDDING
 “Hundreds  of  people

gathered  from  all  parts  of
Northwestern  Colorado  yes-
terday  to  celebrate  with  Mr.
and Mrs. James H. Crawford
their golden wedding anniver-
sary.  It  was  a  brilliant  and
pleasing  scene  in  the  hand-
some Crawford home, beauti-
fully  decorated  and  crowded
with  well  wishers.  Beautiful
gifts  were  showered  upon
them and telegrams and letters
came  from  all  parts  of  the
country  and  from  men  and
women  in  high  station,  join-
ing  with  friends  who  were
present  in  wishing  joy  and
many years of happiness and
prosperity  to  the  honored
hosts.  There  was  a  splendid
orchestra and the sweet strains
of  Mendelssohn’s  wedding
march  floated  through  the
rooms,  flowers  were  banked
in  magnificent  profusion  ev-
erywhere, maids and matrons

served  dainty  refreshments,
and  above  all  there  were
beauty, gaiety, mirth and good
will.  It was an occasion long
to be remembered by all par-
ticipants.”

---------------------------------------------

July 4, 1930. 
Hundreds Pay Loving

Tribute To Old Pioneer
“Funeral  services  were

conducted for James H. Craw-
ford at 2 o’clock p.m. Friday
in  the  spacious  Crawford
home on Crawford Hill in the
presence  of  the  largest  num-
ber of people that ever assem-
bled at a funeral in Steamboat
Springs.  The  rooms  were
filled and people stood along
the  walk  while  the  service
was in progress. The day was
beautiful,  the  mountains  he
loved  so  well  were  outlined
against a clear blue sky, with
a  few feathery  white  clouds,
like phantom fingers, pointing
heavenward.  The  atmosphere
breathed not of tragedy, but of
the  fulfillment  of  a  life  on
earth  and the  beginning  of  a
new life in another sphere.
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“Flowers  were  stacked
about the casket, bouquets of
fragrant  roses,  set  pieces,
wreaths  from the pioneers  of
the Yampa Valley towns. On
the  casket  were  lovely
columbines, the flowers of his
well-loved  mountain
groves….

“When  Mr.  Flanders  had
concluded  his  address,  the
casket was placed in the hall-
way by A. W. Heyer to give
the many friends of James H.
Crawford  an  opportunity  to
see his face in the serene re-
pose of death. The casket was
draped with the United States
flag. Many of the old pioneers
of  the  Yampa  valley  gazed
with  respect  at  the  sil-
ver-haired  patriarch,  who
seemed to be but sleeping.

“The  American  Legion
men in uniform were standing
along the  walk  as  the  casket
was borne from the house to
the  hearse,  the  flag  of  the
United States and the Legion
flag  fluttering  softly  in  the
gentle breeze….”

---------------------------------------------

June 15, 1939. 
Mrs. Crawford, Beloved
“Mother of Northwestern
Colorado,” Answers Call

“On  Monday  afternoon,
June 12, Mrs. Margaret Emer-

ine Bourn Crawford,  beloved
Mother of Northwestern Col-
orado, ‘wrapped the draperies
of her couch about her and lay
down to pleasant dreams.’”

-------------------------------------------

August 3, 1950. 
J. H. Crawford Home
Sold To Local Man 
“The  James  H.  Crawford

residence  on  Crawford  av-
enue, for many years the most
magnificent  dwelling  in  this
part  of  Colorado,  this  week
was  sold  to  John  R.  Pluta,
who is  employed  by the Os-
age Coal company.

“The  handsome  stone
mansion  will  be  completely
remodeled and plumbing and
wiring  repaired.  It  has  not
been occupied for some time.

“Miss  Lulita  Pritchett,
granddaughter  of  the  Craw-
fords,  is  here  to  arrange  for
the  transfer  of  the  famous
property. An auction sale will
be  held  Saturday  afternoon
when furnishings and many of
the trophies and curios in the
home will be sold.

“The  large  residence  was
built of native stone and has a
commanding view of the sur-
rounding country.  It  was  not
only large but the Crawfords
were noted for their hospitali-

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      82



ty and the home was a haven
for visitors for many years.

“The sale  was made  thru
Si  Lockhart,  local  real  estate
man.”

---------------------------------------------

August 3, 1950. FURNI-
TURE SALE CRAWFORD

ESTATE

-------------------------------------------

August 10, 1950. 
Note of Sadness as Craw-
ford Articles Are Sold at
Public Auction Saturday

“Dozens  of  curious  visi-
tors  wandered  thru  the  three
floors  while  the  auctioneer’s

chant  echoed  thru  the  house
that  had  seen  generations
come and go. The last of the
furnishings and trophies of the
late James H. Crawford were
being sold.

“August  5 marked the fi-
nal note for the trappings that
once stood proud and loved in
a house built to withstand the
ages—a house of native-hewn
stone  that  by  modern  stan-
dards seemed out of place in
the  community  of  small  cot-
tages and bungalows.

“Townspeople  and  out-
siders inspected the myriad of
old-fashioned  beds,  furniture
and bric-a-brac that stood out-
side the great house, awaiting
the  fall  of  the  auctioneer’s
hammer.  Intermittent  squalls
fell  during the  afternoon and
periodically  drove the buyers
and the  curious  inside where
wallpaper of all hues decorat-
ed the empty halls and rooms
of the house.

“Visitors  stared  incredu-
lously  at  the  many  hunting
trophies  piled  on  the  front
porch and around the house.

“Items  ranged  from bone
knives  to  stuffed  eagles  and
all  were  sold  to  people  who
wanted them for practical use
or as memories of an era that
has  faded  from  sight  amidst
the  helter-skelter  of  modern
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Display of animals in west dormer of third floor den

living.  An  old  upright  piano
slightly  out  of  tune  but  still
able  to  give  forth  sprightly
music,  went  for  $100.  Other
items  brought  as  little  as
twenty-five cents and a mon-
strous looking bear  trap with
wicked  teeth  on  the  jaws
brought a dollar.

“Items that had cost much
to  bring  them  to  Steamboat
sold for a few dollars.  Hunt-
ing trophies sold for little and
a  3-dimensional  frame  of
mounted  birds  will  continue
to adorn someone’s home.

“One  of  the  many  items
seldom seen these days was a
birds-eye  maple  high  poster
bed and many old chairs,  in-

cluding  one  made  of  elk
horns.

“An  evil  looking  moun-
tain lion mounted upon an ar-
tificial rocky base sold for $1.
All afternoon children stroked
the  beast’s  head  and  looked
unafraid  into  the  eyes  of  the
ex-marauder.

“When the sale  was over
the furniture and articles from
yesterday  were  gone  and  in
their place only memories and
perhaps a tear  in the eyes  of
oldsters who remembered the
Crawford house in its days of
glory.

“The  palatial  stone  resi-
dence, once the most magnifi-
cent in this part of Colorado,
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has been sold by the heirs of
the  founder  of  Steamboat  to
John Pluta of the Osage Coal
Co. It will be remodeled and
modernized  for  occupancy.
The walls of the mansion still
are  sturdy  but  time  and  ne-
glect have taken toll of some
of the residence.

“The  belongings  were
amassed  over  a  period  of
many years, altho many of the
better  articles  were  disposed
of  by private  sale  during  the
last  few  years.  Hunting  tro-
phies  came  from many  parts
of the globe and at one time it
was  one  of  the  best  collec-
tions in the nation. Some col-
lected  at  great  expense  and
time went for a quarter to sat-
isfy a small boy’s passing fan-
cy for a few hours.

“The  old  order  changeth,
but the sale Saturday brought
a note of sadness to many an
old timer who had known the
hospitable home when it  was
the finest and most luxurious
in a near wilderness.”

---------------------------------------------

October 27, 2000. 
Local Haunts – The

Crawford House
 “As a lark, when the Net-

tletons moved into the Craw-
ford  Mansion  15  years  ago,
Jerry  Nettleton  insisted  that
the title to the house include a
clause that declared the centu-
ry-old structure ‘free and clear
of spirits.’

“It’s no surprise this stone
structure is seething with spir-
its.

“‘At night, (James) Craw-
ford  liked  to  turn  on  all  the
lights in the house from top to
bottom so that every window
blazed forth hospitality,’ San-
dra Dallas wrote in ‘Gaslights
and Gingerbread.’

“Indeed,  every  stone  of
the  home,  built  in  the  1890s
with  rock  carved  out  of

www.CrawfordPioneersOfSteamboatSprings.com                      85



Woodchuck Hill, was handled
by  Crawford  himself.  The
place was forever open to any
and  every  travelers  passing
through Steamboat.

“‘In  the  evenings,  the
Crawfords  and  their  friends
liked to sit around the crack-
ling fire and sing or listen to
tales of early day Steamboat.
Next to it, the dining room is
big enough to seat many peo-
ple, and the built-in cupboards
large enough to hold a good-
sized  china  service  with
enough pieces to serve many
guests,’  Dallas  wrote.  ‘…
Since  the  cabin  days,  the
Crawfords  had  been  known
for  their  hospitality.  Their
granddaughter  (Lulita  Craw-
ford Pritchett)  tells  that  even
then beds were made up in all
parts of the house when trav-
elers stopped. Anyone passing
through  Steamboat  was  wel-
come to stay with the family,
and  people  always  dropped
in.’

“The  house  held  literary
guilds,  socials,  town  meet-
ings,  parties,  weddings,  dis-
cussion groups, funerals, egg-
hunts  and,  every  now  and
then,  quiet  time  among  the
Crawfords.

“Pam  Nettleton  said
they’ve  heard  lots  of  stories
about the ghosts in the Craw-

ford  Mansion  but  that  they
have  been  relatively  undis-
turbed since they moved in.

“‘On my daughter’s birth-
day, when we first moved in,
we had those roller-shades on
the windows,’ Nettleton said.
‘One  of  the  shades  suddenly
flew up and the lights dimmed
a little.  It  got  the dogs bark-
ing.’

“The Nettletons’ dogs ‘get
spooky’,  she said, every now
and then.

“‘They’ll bark and stare at
something  above  our  heads
and  act  like  they  can  see
something we can’t,’ she said.

“The Nettletons insist that
if  there  is  indeed  a  ghost  in
the mansion, it’s a nice ghost
and  has  left  the  family  at
peace.

“Native  Tracy  Delli-
quadri, whose family inhabit-
ed the same house when she
was a small girl, swears she’s
met that ghost.

“Delliquadri  was  about  4
when she  got  lost  downtown
during  the  summer  sidewalk
sale.

“‘You know it gets really
crowded  down  there,’  she
said.  ‘I  was  there  with  my
mom and I  got  lost,  so I  sat
down  by  the  Radio  Shack
store and started to cry.’
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“It was then when a man
dressed  in  white  approached
little Tracy.

“‘He  had  a  white  mus-
tache and kind of pasty-white
skin,  and  he  was  wearing  a
white painters’ suit,’ she said.
‘I thought he was a painter.’

“The  man  told  Tracy  he
knew  she  was  lost,  knew
where  she  lived  and  could
take her home.

“‘We  held  hands  and
talked  the  whole  way,’  she
said.  ‘I was really little,  so I
didn’t  remember  much about
it, but he told me his name.’ It
was  none  other  than  James
Crawford himself.

“‘I  don’t  remember  too
much about the house, but my
mom always swore she heard
music  upstairs,  and  people
dancing,  and  clinking  their
glasses together.’

“Spirits,  perhaps,  of  the
many welcomed guests in the
Crawford home.”

---------------------------------------------

April 25, 2003. 
Snow slams city, workers

This  photograph  of  the
cedar just to the southeast of
the  house  was  printed  in
Steamboat Today the day af-
ter 2 feet of wet snow fell.

---------------------------------------------
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The Jardines’ interview (see page 56) also mentioned a ghost in
the house, one called Charlie. They said both the Delli Quadri kids
and Pluta kids knew about Charlie.

One story that never made it into the papers was about the use of
the house as a party house by teenagers in the 1940s. Except for a
week during the summer when the Pritchetts would come for vaca-
tion, the house was vacant but fully furnished. The teenagers, some
of whom have recently toured the house and mentioned their ex-
ploits,  would  sneak  in  to  have  parties.  Fortunately,  they  tried  to
leave the house as they found it, and did not steal anything.

One last  story about  the house is  known to numerous  school
children in Steamboat.  The students have been given tours of the
house to expose them to a little bit of local history. At some point
they were shown the hidden closet under the foyer stairs which is
only accessible by putting a plank over the cellar stairs and crawling
through a hole in the wall. In jest, they were told that the space was
designed by the Crawfords when they built the house as a place they
could hide in if they were attacked by Indians. This story was ab-
surd: first, the house was built 15 years after the last time Indians
appeared in Steamboat; and second, the hiding place was built as a
pantry  and  was  easily  accessible  through  a  doorway  from  the
kitchen.  It  only  became  hidden  in  the  1960s  or  1970s  when  a
kitchen renovation closed off this doorway. But the kids soaked up
what they were told, thought the secret room was the neatest part of
the house, and the myth started.
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Appendix 1: Building Contract
Articles of Agreement made this 20th day of May A.D. 1893 be-

tween James H. Crawford of Steamboat Springs Routt County Col-
orado, the party of the first  part  and Charles Briggs of the same
place the party of the second part, witnesseth:

That the said party of the second part does hereby for himself,
his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenant,  promise  and
agree with and to the said party of the first part, his executors, ad-
ministrators and assigns, that he, the said party of the second part,
his executors or administrators, shall and will, for the consideration
herein after mentioned do all the stone work upon a house for the
said party of the first part, upon a plot of ground known and desig-
nated  as  “North  Highlands”  adjoining  the  town  of  Steamboat
Springs Colorado,  said house to  be 31.6 feet  wide and 37.6 feet
long. Said stone work to be done in a first class and workmanlike
manner,  and to  strictly comply with and conform to the require-
ments of this agreement as well as the plans marked “exhibit A” and
the specifications of the said house marked “exhibit B” both hereto
attached and made a part hereof. The said party of the second part
hereby agreeing to furnish all tools and help necessary to the expe-
ditious completion of said work and to properly point and finish said
work in a neat and workmanlike manner without extra charge.

It is further hereby agreed by the said party of the second part
that he will vigorously prosecute said work with the view of com-
pleting it during the summer and fall of 1893 if possible, but the en-
tire lower story must be completed in said time, but if cold weather
should set in before it is possible to complete the upper story then a
part of the work may stand over until the spring of 1894 and all of
said work shall be finished by August 1st 1894.

In consideration of the above and foregoing the said party of the
first part hereby agrees to and with said party of the second part that
he will supply on the ground the stone, lime, sand and cement nec-
essary to properly complete the said stone work, also the scaffold-
ing.    It is further agreed by the said party of the first part that in
consideration of the covenants  and agreements  being strictly per-
formed and kept by the said party of the second part, as specified, to
pay said party of the second part his executors, administrators or as-
signs as follows, to wit: For all foundations and cellar walls at the
rate of one dollar and a half ($1.50) per perch: For such walls as the
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said party of the first part may decide to have between the founda-
tion and ground floor, at the rate of three and one half ($3.50) dol-
lars per perch, and for the walls from the ground floor to the top the
sum of Twelve Hundred ($1200.) Dollars to be paid as follows, to
wit: One Hundred ($100.) dollars cash to be paid in the month of
June 1893 or after the foundation walls are completed. The balance
of the amount allowed for the cellar and foundation walls, and any
other stone work under the superstructure to be paid on or before
September  first  1893,  provided that  the work on said building is
progressing in a satisfactory manner and when the stone work in
said building is completed according to this agreement and plan and
specifications hereto attached the further sum of ($150.) one hun-
dred & fifty dollars is to be paid and a bill of sale of certain horses
more particularly described in “exhibit E” hereto attached and made
a part of this agreement the said horses to be valued at Ten Hundred
Fifty ($1050.) Dollars.  Said Horses are now in the possession of
said party of the second part, for his use and for boarding purposes
only said party of the second part to be fully responsible for their
proper care and keeping, and shall list said property to the assessor
and pay all taxes on the same, but it is distinctly understood that the
title to said property is to be and remain in said party of the first part
until the completion of said stone work in conformity with the pro-
visions of this agreement provided however that as the said work
progresses the said party of the first part may in his discretion trans-
fer title by good and sufficient bill of sale to the said party of the
second part of a part of said stock, not to exceed in value one half of
the work then completed. It is further understood and agreed that
said party of  the second part shall brand all of the increase of said
stock in the brand now on the said stock ie “7” on the left shoulder.
Further, it is hereby understood and agreed to by the parties hereto,
that, should any dispute arise respecting the terms of this agreement
or the plans or specifications the same shall be settled by arbitrators,
one to be selected by each party hereto and in the event of these two
being unable to agree they to select a third, and the decision of this
board of arbitration shall be binding on all parties.

It is understood that said party of the first part shall keep on the
ground such material  as may be needed, so that said party of the
second part may not be delayed in the completion of said work.

              James H. Crawford            Chas. Briggs
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Appendix 3: Crawford House Awards

                                           
1994: listed on the Routt County Register of Historic Places
2005: listed on the National Register of Historic Places
2006: Proclamation of the City of Steamboat Springs making May 

Historic Preservation Month
2007: Historic Routt County! Historic Preservation Leadership 

Award “Honoring Your Contribution to Preserving the 
Character of Routt County through the Restoration of the 
Crawford Home”

2008: Colorado Preservation, Inc. State Honor Award

                  
2006 City of Steamboat Springs Proclamation

   
  2007 HRC! Leadership Award            2008 CPI State Honor Award  
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Appendix 4: Acknowledgements
There are many people who have been involved with the Craw-

ford  House  since  it  was  built,  some  of  whom I  know,  many  of
whom I don’t. I tried making a list of all those I knew: family mem-
bers of the prior owners of the house who I have had the good for-
tune to  meet;  people who helped Anna and I  buy the house;  the
strong historical community in Steamboat Springs, including those
associated  with  the  Tread  of  Pioneers  Museum,  Historic  Routt
County!,  the Buddy Werner Memorial  Library,  and the historical
preservation office of the City of Steamboat Springs; and all of the
many workers and companies involved in the restoration of the old
house or the construction of the new addition. However I soon real-
ized that my list of names was inadequate, and that I would face the
prospect of making mistakes with last names, and omitting many al-
together. I will compromise by listing all of the first names of the
many  people  I  know about,  and  hope that  all  of  you  who  have
worked  on  the  Crawford  House  in  so  many  different  ways  will
know that I appreciate all that you have done:

Alysa, Andy, April, Arianthé, Bill, Boatie, Candice, Gail, Gere,
Glen, Irene, Ivo, Ivan, Jack, Jan, Jared, Jayne, Jeannie, Jeff, Jerry,
Jim,  John,  Katie,  Kathleen,  Ken,  Laureen,  Lee,  Lynna,  Michael,
Morgan, Nancy, Pam, Pete, Ryan, Sarah, Shannon, Sharon, Terry,
Tiffany, Timothy, Todd, Tyke, and Vinny.

Crawford House in 1910s with flag first flown on July 4, 1876
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